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biggest culprit of escalating health care costs except ou r
b oss. Nobo d y e l se d i d that. I was the only elected
o ff i c i a l , by t h e wa y, I d i dn ' t see anybody e l se o n t h i s
floor opposing the additions, for example, to Methodist
Hospital or Midlands Hospital additions because we knew what
that could mean as far as the cost to health care is
concerned, and the result of all of those things were that
people w ent self-insured to av oid t ha t c ost and
responsibility, because when you go self-insured, f i r s t o f
all, you don't have to pay a premium tax and then, secondly ,
you don't have to worry about providing any of the mandated
benefits. So, yeah, we do discriminate. Yeah, we d o n ' t
o ffe r t h e f l e xi b i l i t y fo r f a r me r s , small business people and
i ndiv i d u a l s t o de c i de w ha t t he y w ant, what t h e y nee d , a n d
what they can afford, and why should this Legislature make a
policy statement by mandating a specific benefit. Shouldn' t
everybody in this state benefit from it right nowt Not
everyone wi l l . I f you ar e wo r ki ng , like I said, for
Internorth, MUD, OPPD, Northwestern Bell , a n d ot he r s , y ou
w on't h a v e to, and I don't think that is the kind of a
policy we should be very proud of, and I would hope that you
w ould oppose and no t s u p por t Senator Johnson's amendment to
the amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Thank you. Se nator Haberman, then Senator
Higgins .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, let Senator Higgins go
next and I am going to ask Senator DeCamp some questions and
he seems to h ave d i s a p peared.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Pr e s i d e n t . Wh e n t h i s b i l l
appeared b e f o r e t he Bank i ng , Commerce, a nd I nsu r anc e
Committee, Senator DeCamp and I w ent the rounds pretty
viciously on mandated insurance, he being against it and me
being for it, and since then, I h a v e d o n e con si d e r a b l e
t h i n k i n g a b ou t i t . I am thinking about my husband and I
where he is retired, thinking about Senator L abedz and he r
husband who is retired, and I am thinking of a l l t h e y e a r s
that I have been paying insurance premiums to cover
maternity benefits. I am thinking of all the women that are
over their childbearing years that in no way wi l l t he y e ve r
have a maternity benefit but they are paying for it in their
insurance premiums. I am thinking about these big companies
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