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substantially changes the original bill, and it appears that
Senator Johnson's amendment that there may be substantial
policy and le gal issues i nvolved. I t hink i t is
inappropriate to adopt the entire Lynch amendment at this
time without further study. Do you, those o f yo u who have
been around in the Legislature for awhile remember when the
state with the Marsh proposed bill mandated that if health
insurance was available for parents and in effect, that
immediately after birth newborn infants were covered? Why
was that proposal offered? Because some of t he health
i nsurance pol i c i e s i n t h e state had a two week exclusionary
comment in their policy or a four week exclusionary, and who
got caught'? The young married couples who had a c r i t i c a l l y
il l i nf a n t b or n who needed immediate help. The cost needed
t o b e spr e ad . What a re we saying? We do not as a
legislative body have the self-control to look at a piece of
l egisl a t i on , t o d e c i d e whether that is good policy for our
state. We are going t o close t he d oo r so w e don't h a ve
people as k i n g us for pr opo s ed legisla t i v e cha nges. I
believe we need the self-control at the l egisla t i v e l e v e l ,
not LB 895. I ce rtainly will support Senator Johnson's
amendment. I am not sure whether I will support 895 without

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Lynch is next but may I introduce
some guests of Senator Peterson in the north balcony. We
have 34 ladies from the Norfolk Business and Professional
Women. Would you please stand and be r e cognized? Thank you
for visiting with us today. Senator Lynch, p l e a se .

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. Chairman and members, everything Senator
Marsh said as well is true. What is interesting though is
that we are talking about establishing a state policy, a
state policy that will only ap p l y t o I t hi nk i n my
estimation less than 20 percent of the people in this state .
The other 8 0 p e r c en t wo n ' t be affected by it at all. Just
keep that in mind. What kind of po l i c y s h o ul d w e have i n
this state that does s omething lake that '? Traffic laws,
seat belt laws, name it, whatever you want or think of.
Would we develop a policy that would only apply to a certain
percentage of p eople? I am concerned about this because it
appears the r e may be a vi llain type of a char acter
developing and there really isn' t. I have to tell you that
insurance companies, at least the one that I work for, is
v ery consumer or i e n t ed . I didn't see any other president of
any other company opposing additional b eds which w e r e t h e

i t .
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