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ERISA programs. So my amendment simply strikes that section
from his bill. My amendment guts the b i l l , gu t s i t . My
amendment, in a sense, puts you with a hard choice. I n f ac t
I would say if my amendment is n ot adopted an d t he Ly n c h
amendment is adopted, I think I will just offer an amendment
to basically take the Director of t h e D epartment of
I nsurance o ut of any regulation whatsoever with hea l t h
insurance coverages. We ought to just forget it because it
is very clear that is exactly what is being offered in the
Lynch proposal .

S PEAKER NI HOL : Ok a y , Senator Smith, you have a minute

SENATOR SMITH: W e l l , I gue ss t h e n I h ave another q u e s t i o n
a nd I wi l l a sk Var d J ohn s o n if I could. Okay, Senator
Johnson and Senator L y n ch , b o t h o f you , a nd I a m t e l l i ng y o u
that I need to go back to the beginning. You a re t a l k i n g
about mandating and it sounds to me like you are talking
about mandating insurance coverage, an d Se n a to r L y n ch is
s aying t o w h i c h wou l d i nc l u d e l i ke f arm e r s , s mall b u s i n e s s
people, it would be mandated that they provide this, is that
what we are talking about then? W hat are we d o i n g ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: A mandated coverage is very simple.

SENATOR SMITH: Well, I know what mandated means and that is
why I am a s k i n g. You a r e talking on everything but the
b eginn ing o f t he i d ea o f t h e b i l l .

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: I w i l l gi ve y ou an exa mple . Do you
believe that our health insurance policies i n N e b r a s k a
should provide some compensation to those persons who suffer
from mental illness, do you believe that?

SENATOR SMITH: I suppose so.

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: All r i gh t , i f you b e l i ev e i t and you
think that is good public policy, then you m ay wel l d e c i d e
to mandate that all health i nsurance po l i c i e s i n Neb r a s k a
provide coverage for mental illness.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time is up.

S ENATOR SMITH: Th a n k y o u.

l ef t .
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