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that you oppose his amendment to the amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hall, did you wish to speak to the
Vard Johnson amendment? Senator Pappas, di d y o u w i s h t o
speak to the Vard Johnson amendment?

S ENATOR PAPPAS: Y e s . Mr. Speaker and col l eagues, I ri s e t o
oppose Senator Johnson's amendment and, b a s i c a l l y , I am
going to su pport t h e bi l l , and I am probably one of the
p rime people in here tha t introduced mandated health
coverage. I have for about the last 4 years so t h i s
probably affects me more than others a nd some of my
p hilosophy. B u t, basi c a l l y , o n e of the problems we have
always had in the past on any type of mandated provisions on
i nsurance i s we ' d i n t r o duce the b i l l , t he bi l l wo u l d ge t o u t
h ere on t h e f l o o r , a n d all of a sudden here comes a ll o f
these costs and everything else, a n d ot h e r ar ea s are
d ebated, and t h i s b i l l w o ul d a l l o w us up front to know just
w hat w e a re doi ng ahe a d o f t ime and I wou ld fe e l very
comfortable with it and I h op e t he y v o t e dow n Senator
Johnson's amendment and back Senator Lynch.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers, did you wish to speak to

SENATOR C HAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of t he
Legislature, I support Senator Johnson's amendment and I can
understand Senator Lynch, being connected with the insurance
industry as he is, offering a bi l l l i ke t h i s w h i c h i s an
i nsurance i ndustr y b i l l . And I think he has never made any
secret of the fact that he is tied with them, so I t h i n k
that should be kept in mind, and when he talks about
concerns for the g roups that would be co v e red or not
covered, he is looking at it strictly from the standpoint of
the insurance companies, and they have never come in with a
bill designed to do anything other than help their interest.
Now at the federal level, the insurance companies ar e no t
going t o b e ub ] ec t t o ant >t r us t l eg i s l a t i on as ot her s
because the insurance industry is very powerful but they
have escalated costs of coverage so mu ch and reduced the
coverage at the same time that there are members of Congress
now talking about taking away the exemption t hat t he
i nsurance companies h a v e h ad . There are m any Congressmen
who feel along with people who are not in government at all
that insurance companies are about a fraction of an inch
inside of the extortion laws. They offer something which
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