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This was t h e o nl y b i l l , i t ' s Senator Carson Rogers' bi l l .
The amendments were adopted and I guess maybe I t a l ked t oo
l ong on i t , e x p l a i n ing i t , and he is the only one today that
didn't ge t a v o t e o n h i s b i l l . It was all ready to be voted
on. I think Senator Vickers got up and said he d i dn' t l i ke
it and then we ran out of t ime. I t hi nk he oug h t to at
l east get a v ot e o n t h e b i l l . T hat's a l l I am suggesting,
and it i s k i n d of an i m portant b i l l . That's i t .

. ENATOR CARSTEN: I t is debatable and, Senator Landis, y ou

SFNATOR LANDIS: Tha n k you . Mr. Speaker, members of the
Legislature, it was my way of foreclosing this debate by
moving to adjourn. However, w e p r obably deserve t o t a l k
about this issue. When I get a chance appropriately to vote
for 968 I'm going to do it, but I ask you to think about
what c onsent ca l en d ar means. It 's m eant t o b e a
noncontroversia l a g reed upon kind of a day a n d we have no
mechanism to determine that specifically other than these,
whether a bill has no votes against it in committee or any
amendments on the floor and then whether or not it comes up
for 15 minutes of debate and can get a vote on the f l o o r .
The notion that we should start reconsiderations of bi l l s
that fail to meet those standards s imply means that we wi l l
t ake c o n t r overs ia l b i l l s and enforce 15 minute rules for
them. That's not appropriate. We have a longstanding rule
for the conduct of consent calendar and we have a l l l i ved
and died by that and had our measures, unfortunately, talked
to death, but that's the measure of whether or not i t i s
controversial. And if it's controversial it doesn't deserve
to b e o n con sent c a l endar . I t sho u l d b e i n t he normal
course of all the rest o f the bi l l s . I wond e r whether a
reconsideration is even timely at this point since the bill
is still on General File, can still come up for discussion
or debate, but I suggest to you that this is a way o f
undoing what consent calendar is supposedly all about,
t aking b i l l s wh i ch a re n o t controversial, taking a sleepy
day and moving them. This, fo r wh at e v e r r eas o n , means that
all we have to do is have a bill come up here, and if it' s
controversial but there's enough votes to suspend the rules,
you b r i n g i t up , l et i t get talked to death and get a
reconsideration right after and t ho s e 30 vot es wi n , and
enforce then a 15 minute time limit on a co ntroversial
m easure. Ev er y t h i n g we do abo u t con s ent calendar i s
designed to put bills on this floor that are, in essence,

have the f l oo r .
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