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SENATOR CARSTEN: T he qu estion is, s hal l t h e com m i t te e
amendments be adopted? All those in favor v ote aye , t h o s e
opposed vote no . Recor d , Nr . Cl e r k .

C LERK: 2 7 a y e s , 0 nay s, N r . Pr e si d e n t , on adoption of the

SENATOR CARSTEN: The committee amendments a re a d o p t e d .
Now, Senator Johnson on the bill as amended.

SENATOR R. J OHNSON: Nr. President, I have attempted to
adequately address the bill a s w e wi l l p r ob a b l y see a
change. However, to discuss the bill in its present nature,
I would have to say that t he b i l l wo u l d red i r ec t the
economic development efforts in this state for agriculture
from DED to the Department of Agriculture a nd expand t h e i r
abi l i t y t o b e i nv o l v e d i n a g d e v e l opment . T hat was t h e g o a l
that we set out with by introducing this bill. I t ha s s i n c e
become evident that we need to change somewhat the direction
of this particular measure and, a s I s a i d , w e a r e w o r k i n g o n
a compromise now that I think will effectively address my
concerns f or doi n g mor e for ag through the development
efforts but doing them within the existing framework of the
Department of Economic Development. And I believe Senator
Wesely may want to follow up on my conversation here with
his own remarks. But with that, I would j u s t si mp l y u r g e
t he b i l l t n h e a dvance ed t nday ~ i i t h a t w c ~.an c ont inue t h e
negotiation process and, hope f u l l y , co me up w i t h a go o d b i l l
that sends a very positive message to agriculture and the
Department of Economic Development.

SENATOR CARSTEN: T hank y o u , Sen a t o r J oh n s o n . Senator
Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: T h a n k you . I would first like to commend
Senator Johnson and the members of the Agriculture Committee
on their work on this issue. Obviously, we all care a great
deal about agriculture and much more needs t o be done t o
promote it and develop it. This plan was one that was met
with some opposition about the m ovement from economic
development to a g riculture t o t ak e ov er som e o f t h es e
functions. We can see that some adjustment can be made and
we are negotiating with the administration on how b est t o
handle it. But, clearly, m ore can be d one , more n eeds t o b e
d one and I t h i nk we ar e seeing some movement o n the i s s u e .
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