
Narch 5 , 1 9 86 LB 516

my activities for child care. You k now my support o f a b u se
legislation. You know that I at no time have ever t a ken a
position consciously that in any way, shape or f or m would
have an adverse impact on children. In fact, every action I
have taken in this Legislature has been deliberately
designed to be of benefit to chi l d re n b e cause I r e a l l y c ar e
about children. You also k now I ha v e b ee n a l aw y e r for
22 years a nd a s a l awye r have practiced in the juvenile
court, the county court, the district court, the Supreme
Court, federal courts, and I am t a l ki n g f rom experience.
Y ou have h a d a c h a r t pa ss e d o u t to you from our juvenile
court system in Douglas County d esi gn e d t o show the
caseload . Th e c h a r t wa s a justification for a third judge
in Douglas County. Look at the chart. Does it not make the
point? The point is that there are children today caught up
in a world of long protracted proceedings a nd h e a r i n g s
because t he r e ar e t wo j udge s in Douglas County in the
juvenile court. Justice delayed is justice denied. This
amendment that I am o ffering to you simply as s i g ns , i n
accordance with the Chief Justice of the Neb r a s ka Supreme
Court, a county judge to assist in the reduction of the
c aseload on a n a s - n eeded bas i s . This amendment is designed
t o enhance, t o enh a nce the treatment of children, n ot t o
deprecate it, to enhance the treatment of children. Now, I
talked about the three counties that have a se parate
juvenile court system. W hat about the 90 counties t hat d o
not have sepa rate juvenile court systems? In your
90 counties, my friends a nd c o l l e a gues , you h a v e county
j udges . Th ey w e a " t he sa me black ro b e s as a r e wor n in
D ouglas and L an c a s te r a n d S a r p y County ac t i n g as j u ven i l e
court j ud ges . Not only do th e y do ado ptions and
g uardianship s and p r o b a t e s and criminal cases and civil
c ases i nvo l v i n g $10,000 or less, but in addition they do
juvenile court cases. Is theresomething that disqualifies
those men and those women from so ac t i n g ? I t h i nk not . Is
there any reasor. why one of those county judges could not be
assigned on a te mporary basis to t he j uv e n i l e c o u rt i n
Douglas C o u nt y t o engage in the same decision making
r esponsib i l i t i es t hat t hat p e r so n wou l d engage in if that
p erson was i n Knox County o r if that person was in Antelope
County or some other county? I t h i n k no t . I t h i nk no t .
All I am do' ng is simply saying, treat the overload by
allowing temporary assignments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.
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