
March 5, 19 86 LB 516

deal of discussion in recent years dealing with foster care
review and how we just don' t...or we h ave the f ost e r c ar e
review system because a lot of children get lost in the
system. Foster children get lost because they don't get
adequate r ev i ews or t hey don' t get timely reviews.
Sometimes they will g et lost i n th eir...from what I
understand, people told me for years, they didn't have
adequate review and as a result we didn't know where t h e s e
foster children were. Now, t hat is part o f the
r esponsib i l i t y o f t he j uven i l e court system in Douglas,
Sarpy and Lancaster County and just because t he y ar e
overworked I don't feel that this is the time, because they
are overworked this is not the time to be cutting out an
addit i o na l j udg e w h i c h i s needed. Now, this particular
amendment, let's clarify this what exactly and the whole
parameters of the juvenile court system in Nebraska, what
exactly the Senator Johnson amendment does and how it fits
i n wi t h t he j uv e n i l e c o u r t sys t e m. Now, ther e may not be
this year enough money for an a d d it i o n a l j uve n i l e cou r t
judge, but that doesn't mean that one is not needed. I f t h e
juveni l e c o u r t j u d g e i s , i n f ac t , ov er wo r k ed and i s n ' t ab l e
to handle the caseload...

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

S ENATOR ABBOUD: . . .we d o h a v e adequate recourse in the law
at the present time. And, as pointed out in the amendment,
the language in the amendment, it does allow for the
appointment of district court judges to rev iew t h ese c ases .
So at the present time if the Supreme Court feels that
because of whatever particular reason, as it is right now,
because o f a d i s ab i l i t y or disqualification, or whatever,
for whatever reason, they can appoint a district court judge
t o f i l l i n f o r t he j uve n i l e co u r t j udg e system. I feel that
we do have adequate recourse at this time, but if you do
adopt this amendment, I think you should understand that you
a re essent i a l l y say i n g w e are doing away with a juvenile
court system in the State of Nebraska. My belief is we
should have juvenile court systems throughout the S tate o f
Nebraska because I think there is a distinct difference when
a chi l d goe s b e f o r e a j uv en i l e court judge and one that
deals strictly with adults. I think it is important that we
pay attention to the needs of the children in the State of
Nebraska and by adopting this amendment we will, in fact, be
saying that we don't care about child abuse in the State of
Nebraska, we don't care about the children in the State of
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