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named in her honor. After college graduation at 19, she
taught in the Broken Bow and Grand Island High Schools, but
in 1907 she enrolled at the University of C hicago t o s t u d y
l aw an d po l i t i ca l sc i enc e . I n 1 9 0 8 sh e ac ce p t e d t he
directorship of the newly formed Immigrants' P rotec t i v e
League and lived at the Hull House in old West Side Chicago
where " the streets were atrocious--badly paved a nd n o t
p aved, r ar e l y c l ean e d or nev e r c l ean e d , and wher e t he
tenements, many o f t h e m woo de n sh a c k s , were b e yond
description." She was successful in securing legislation to
protect the new immigrants who were often exploited by
unscrupulous per s o ns . Ther e were problems of poverty,
p ubli c h e a l t h , a d u l t educ a t i o n , and justice in the courts.
Considerable attention was given to the lost immigrant girl
who was expected but never arrived in Chicago. Th e r e w e r e
visits and help for the single , t he una c companied g i r l s
without relatives or other r eliable friends i n t he
bewildering city. A member of the Women's Trade Union
League, she joined the picket lines in the garment workers'
strike of 1910 to help collect funds for f ood and she l t e r .
In 1917 Grace Abbott was appointed Director of t he Ch i l d
Labor Divisions of t he Ch i l d r e n ' s B u r e a u , and f o r t he r e st
of her life, she sought legal means to give nationwide
protec t i o n t o ch i l d r e n a g a i ns t t h e cr ue l d i mi n u t i o n o f t h ei r
chi l dhood a n d t he loss of opportunity for schooling and
normal development which resulted from their premature
e mployment i n mi l l s , mi n e s , and factories. In her Annual
Report of Children's Bureau o f 1923 s he wr ot e , "I f a
declaration of independence were ever to be written today,
the American women would ask that in the enumeration of the
objects for which governments are instituted, the welfare of
children, would head the list and the American men would
agree. " Gr ace Abb o t t d ied Ju ne 19 , 1939 of m ulti p l e
myeloma. Du ring her lifetime she was awarded numerous
honors . Sh e r ece i v ed the gold medal o f the Nationa l
Institute of Social Sciences in 1931 and was t e r med "b y f a r
the most important social worker in public life today."
That sa me yea r she was c h o sen o ne o f Ame ri c a ' s twelve
greatest women by a nationwide Good Housekee in m ag a z i n e
poll. She received six honorary degrees including one from
the University of Nebraska. A daughte r o f p i on e e r s , she
herself was a pioneer along with the new social frontiers of
the present century. A few months after her death, her
sister Edith wrote: "Grace and I often talked over the
vivid memories which we shared of t he p i oneer d ay s i n ou r
part of the Great Plains, and we u s e d t o say t ha t if w e
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