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SENATOR VICKERS: Okay, thank you, Senator S chmit . Tha n k
you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Okay. Senator Sieck, please, then Senator

SENATOR SIECK: Mr. President, members of the body, I, too,
will support the amendments. The amendments are the bill.
I feel this is a very important bill. The construction of
the well itself is very important i n t h i s d a y an d ag e. I
know that there are many wells out there that are shallow
wells today, that have a real serious problem as far as
nitrate is concerned. Basically, it is because of the well
construction itself. A lot of the subsurface water i s
running i n t o t h at we l l and causing a la r ge supp l y of
p ol l u t a n t s g e t t i ng i nt o t h e w e l l . But there is going to be
a lot of those wells that will have to be reconst r u c t ed o r
reestablished. And I feel it is very important to have the
well dug properly and designed properly so that this
subsurface water does not get into it. Many of our cities,
today, are having problems of nitrate because of the well
construction, not because of really the nitrates in the
water whe r e t h e y ar e d r aw i n g the water from, but it is
because of the upper surfaces of water are running into that
well. To me, this is one of the very important factors of
trying to clean up our water system. We have a lot of clean
water out there. But it is the upper surface of water that
is running into these wells that is causing the r ea l
problem. That is why I feel we are going in the right
direction when we establish a criteria for the pr o p er w e l l
construction. I also realize that many of the well drillers
today are doing what is necessary. But this just makes the
public assured that these things a re goi n g t o b e d one
proper ly . Now o ne of t he c oncerns t ha t Se n a t o r Vickers
brought out s the abandoned wells. This c o u l d b e a ve r y
serious pr o b e m bec a u se these could contribute t o t he
pollution of our water fields. We need to be sure t h a t t he y
are s ealed p ro per l y . One of the things that he mentioned is
what happens if somebody abandons a well and there is no new
well construction on that particular piece of property.
That well would just be abandoned. I think that should be
looked into and see whether we can correct it so that we are
assured that these things are t ak e n c ar e of . I ca n ' t
admonish you enough that this is a very important bill. I
t h ink i t i s mor e i mp o r t a n t than the chemigation b i l l , t h e
nitrate bill that we' ve got before us because he re i s t h e

Rod Johnson.

9404


