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quali f ied t o t r eat . They wer e qual i f i ed t o d o ma n y
important things, but certainly not to treat. I t h i n k i t i s
interesting also to point out that the argument is generally
made that this is a disagreement between optometrists and
ophthalmolog i s t s . A l ot of us l a y p e ople have a hard t i m e
e ven pr on ouncin g som e o f t he se wo rd s . But an
ophthalmologist, there are about 70 of them in the state,
they are a step above and a specialist in the treatment of
the eye, are licensed and authorized to do surgery. T his i s
the wrong kind of a comparison. What we are talking about
is the primary treatment of the eye that c a n b e p r o v i ded by
the over 800 general practitioners who do, in fact, exist
around the state as compared to the two hundred and fifty
some optometrists. Both are certa i n l y q u a l i f i ed i n t h e i r
own r e g ar d and i n their own fields. But the primary
treatment of the eye, should it e ver be n e cessary t o t r ea t ,
c an b e ade q u at e l y pr ov i d e d by the adequate number of
physicians, primary physicians that do e x i s t acr o s s t he
state. It is also important to point out that in the State
of Iowa, where the laws were recently passed, that they are
not permitted, even though in the testimony before the
technical committee by someone from Iowa to treat glaucoma,
the impression might be left that they are qualified to do
that. In fact, the impression was left, as I u nder s t and , i n
the hearing that they were qualified and the law p rov id e s
for that in Iowa. That is certainly not tr ue . I si mp l y
point these things out to point out to you that this is, in
fact, a serious problem. It is not something simple that
j ust comes a l ong on c e i n a w h i l e. You know, it is the kind
of thing that can lead, to be completely frank, to higher
c osts . W h enever a n yone i s allowed to expand their scope of
practice, those people already providing and performing that
service still exist. Those costs do not go away . I t ' s a
turf battle. It's t he kind of a problem you get i nto
between maybe plumbers and steam fitters about jurisdiction,
and who, in fact, should be allowed to perform those
responsibilities; a terrible, a terrible problem. There are
some interesting aspects of this issue pointed out i n al so
the minority report,...

SPEAKER NICHOL: Oue minute.

SENATOR LYNCH: . . . a s it was pointed out by Dr. Bloom from
I owa as i t i nvo l v e d the treatment of glaucoma. I should
also like to point out that there can be and will continue
t o be , w henever an y k i n d o f a practitioner art feels it has
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