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Nebraskans. So we visited from time to time and he would
tell me the reasons why, and I would counteract some of
them, and visited with h im, bu t I st i l l di dn ' t feel
comfortable supporting it. Then the other night I received
a call from an ophthalmologist f rom Sioux C i t y , I owa . We
h ad a n i c e v i si t . I ' ve g r ow n t o k n o w t h i s o p h t h a l molog i s t ,
thi s medi ca l d oc t o r , over th e y e ar s b e cause he operated o n
o ur son' s e ye s 12 o r 13 y e a r s a g o , and he did an excellent
job. I grew to respect him, s o I enj oy e d o u r v is i t t he
other n i gh t . And so w e g ot t o v is i t i n g wi t h t h i s
optometr i s t s ' b i l l t h at w e are deba t i n g t o d a y , L B 131. W e
talked about the pros a»d cons of it, how it would he lp
N ebra kans , an d h o w i t wou l d n ' t he l p t h e m . I n t h e e n d , h e
thought I should support it because he told me that h e
thought that it would really help Nebraskans, and h e ' s f rom
the other s ide , he ' s an ophthalmolog i s t . He t o l d me that
I owa jus t p a s se d a b i l l , a year o r t wo ag o , and that this
bill that they had passed, this law now was working good, so
this year I want to support this bill. I t h i n k t h e b i l l h as
many advantages to us in the rural areas because n ow i f w e
have a problem with our eye, we go to the optician which is
located either in the town we live in or c l o s e b y , an d h e
says, well, you have this or you have that, but you have to
see a medical doctor. So you go to your family practitioner
a nd he says , we l l , he s a y s I really can't help you too much
because my knowledge of the eyes are very limited. So then
he sends you to an ophthalmologist. In our area, to get to
an ophthalmologist, you have to d r i v e a mi n i mum of 40 or
5 0 mi les . So I t h i n k t h i s w o u l d s a v e t i m e an d e xpense i f we
would let these opticians. ..optometrists do this. I be l i e v e
that this bill has been very carefully drafted. We' ve added
some amendments I think that have a great deal of pro. action
in. For one thing, they cannot practice surgery, s ur g e ry o f
the eyes. I t allows the optometrist to prescribe and use
eye drops and ointments only. The bill does not allow
optometrists to be grandfathered i n t h e b i l l . The y mu st
complete extensive and a ddi t i o n a l educ a t i on a n d clinical
training. If we pass this bill, a nd we do h ave p r o b l e ms , I
don't think we will, but we are in session every year, so we
c an cor r ec t t he m . I owa has, l i k e I sa i d be f o re , h as a l a w
such as this. Our neighbor to the north, South Dakota, and
my district borders the South Dakota...the State of South
D akota . And S o u t h Dakot.; j u s t p a s se d a bi l l such as t h i s .
I visited with some of the legislators up there. T hey t h i n k
that it will help South Dakota. S o I f e e l i f i t he l p s So u t h
Dakota, certainly, it will help Nebraska. When I talked to
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