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have a very fine facility in Omaha where they c an get t h i s
in depth study. I returned from my visit convinced there is
excellent education in optometry schools, a nd tha t w e s h ou l d
pass this legislation for the citizens of Nebraska. I ask
you to consider what I have said and to vote for LB 131.

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Cal Carsten is next, but may I
introduce two guests. First of all Senator Miller has a
group of 11 guests from the Davenport Women's Club in
Davenport , Ne b r a s ka, acco m panied b y their chairman, under
the north ba lcony. Wo uld you ple ase stand and be
r ecognized . Th a n k you , l ad i e s . S enators Hoagland , Be y e r
and Abboud have five junior high students from Westbrook
J unior H i g h i n Oma h a , accompanied by their teachers. They
are in the north balcony. Would you please stand. I t say s
north balcony here, but I think that is the east balcony.
Thank you for being with us this morning. Senator Cal
Carsten, p l e a s e .

SENATOR C A RSTEN: Mr. President and members of the
Legislature, I rise to support the. . . L B 13 1 a s amended now.
I am not g o i n g t o pr o l o n g i t . This bill has been before us
f or a l on g , l ong t i me . Some of you remember Senator Clark
carrying the water for it several times, and ne v er h a s b e e n
passed. There has...well, yes, it was passed and then was
vetoed, a s I r ec al l . However, t h e r e h a s be en a t r em endous
amount of work put into this, some concessions made, and I
believe that at this point this bil l i s now i n goo d f o rm.
And t o t he be st of my knowledge, while it i s n ot
wholeheartedly accepted, there has not been a real mounted
opposition to it like there has been in the past. It seems
to be appropriate that the time has come for us to be i n
compliance with our surrounding states so that our b or d er
optometrists can do their business with people across the
line when they come into them. I would urge your support in
advancement of the bill. T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

S PEAKER NICHOL: T h an k y o u . S enator H e f n e r , p l ea s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, in
previous ye a rs I h av e op p o sed a b i l l l i ke t h i s , bu t I ' ve got
a change of heart this year, and I ' m g o ing t o t e l l yo u why.
I 'm going t o s u p p or t t h i s b i l l . I' ve done a lot of research
on it. In the previous years, my family doctor, who is also
a personal friend of mine, a sked m e t o oppo s e t h e b i l l
because he didn't think that it was for the best interest of
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