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what I look at this as a user's fee, so I guess I really, if
they would, you know, charge the same amount of t u i t i o n , I
guess I would have, look more favorably on this bill. Thank

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Peterson, then Senator Lundy.

SENATOR PETERSON: Mr. President and members, I r i se , t o o ,
to oppose the bill at this time. L ast yea r I , wh en I se en
the budget come out from our own tech school I questioned a
few people at the tech school in regards to their budget
because they were raising their budget a nd I s a i d , y o u k n o w
the state level, we' re doing a lot of cutting and th a t ' s
what the message I'm getting from people back in my district
is to cut. And I said, it looks to m e l ike yo u c ou l d a t
l east h o l d i t at t h e l ev el you h ad the y ea r b e f o r e a n d t h e y
said, oh, no, we need more money and there isn't anything we
can cut. This I'm hearing from the schools and cities and
t owns, p e r s e , and I don ' t know where the citizens' concern
is out there, but they are telling me to cut but yet when it
comes to who spends more money, that the local l evel o r o n
the state level, and they' re hollering about property taxes
and property tax relief and yet they let their schools,
their towns, their commissioners, tech schools or whatever
just keep going and they don't say anything. S o I ' ve k i n d
of come to the conclusion, I was before my Norfolk Chamber
of Commerce a week ago yesterday. I t o l d t h em w ha t I ' m
going to say to you in a minute. I was on a call in half an
hour program yeste rday morning on one of my radio s tat i o n s
and I said, unless I start seeing something happen on the
l oca l l eve l i n al l areas, and I'm not speaking o f m y
district but other dzstricts around me that could hear my
voice, that as a senator who has been very conserva t i v e i n
making cuts on a local level and taking a lot of heat from a
number of areas that this senator was going to start voting
for tax increases, sales and income tax and I don't care if
it goes to 5 percent sales tax or 21 percent income tax
because unless something happens on t he l o c a l l eve l , l adi e s
and gentlemen, we' re taking the flak and making cu t s h er e ,
and I think they darn right can do that same thing on the
l ocal l eve l , and t h e same way with the tech schools. I
think they...in fact, in my own, I told them a couple of
places where I thought they could cut a n d t h e y h av e n ' t
agreed wi t h me bu t I wi l l n ot vo t e at t h i s time to advance
t his b i l l and I may ch a nge my mind , l i ke I s aid, an d I m a y
start raising taxes and see when they start waking up on the

you.
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