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Districts and the Department of Environmental Control to
stabilize, reduce and prevent the increase o r s pr ea d of
ground water contamination. I ' l l try to outline how the
bill would work. Let's suppose that some entity such as a
political subdivision or state agency would file a complaint
with DEC alleging that ground water contamination does
exist . As t he b i l l is written th e Department of
Environmental C ontrol wo uld conduct a preliminary
i nvest i g a t i o n i nt o t he matter. If DEC finds that
contamination does exist or t h e re i s ev i d enc e o f suc h
contamination, then they will conduct a f u l l - f l ed ged s t u d y
with the appropriate NRD or state agency. After the study
is completed there could be one of three determinations
made. One, that there is no problem. T wo, t ha t t he s o u r c e
of contamination is coming from a specific point source or,
three, that contamination is occurring and that is nonpoint
source in nature. If the contamination is point source, DEC
already has specific authority under current law to correct
that problem. If the contamination is nonpoint source, the.",
the other provisions of this bill prevail. I f t h e
contamination is nonpoint source, a hearing would be held to
determine whether or not the ground protection area, a
ground water protection area should be formed. After the
hearing the Department of E nvironmental Control could
determine that such an a rea's d e s i g n a t i o n would se r ve no
good p u r p ose i n l ower i n g the contamination. However, I
think that in fact, the department will usually find that
such an area should be declared and will e stab l i s h s u c h a n
area. The Dep a r t m ent of Environmental Control will then
establish the boundaries of those areas. W ithin 180 days
after the designation of the area the NRD must develop an
action plan and submit the action plan to the Department of
Environmental Control. W e think it is important that the
Natural Resource District, t he l o c a l en t i t y , be i nv ol v e d i n
this type of an operation. They are the i ndividuals who
certainly would be most knowledgeable, w ho would b e t h e b e s t
equipped and w o u l d b e mos t l i ke l y to be on the scene with
the proper technical help to assist. The action plan will
contain the proposed protective measures which could include
some combination of mandatory education or best management
practices which might mean the scheduling of fertilizer
application. I think it's safe to say, and I'm not s u r e
either Senator Hefner nor Senator Beutler is here, but those
two gentlemen along with others on the floor w ho a r e
interested in this area felt that this...the main focus of
this bill is to protect and guard against the contamination
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