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designed t o a ddress t h e se concerns and has r e ce ived the
strong support of many groups and individuals including the
American Association of Retired Persons with 126,000 members
in Nebraska; Nebraska Senior Citizens Council who have made
it their priority bill; the Retired Teachers Associat ions
across the state; the Nebraska Association of Nursing Homes
and I would speci f i c a l l y l i k e t o ma k e s ure t ha t you a l l ar e
aware of that, that they are not only endorsing it, but have
given you another handout speaking to their endorsement; the
Nebraska Hospital Association; the Nebraska Associations of
Area Agencies on Aging; the Health Care Association which is
the same thing as the Association of Nursing Homes and the
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders Association; Blue
Cross-Blue S h ield of Nebraska has gi ven us their
endorsement; Kansas Depariment of Social and Rehabilitative
Services which I' ll s peak to later; and ma ny, many
individuals across the state. In those four handouts that
you received is a...handout number one i s an out l i n e o f t he
contents of t h e bi l l whi c h I w o ul d j u s t l i ke to go t h r ough
very briefly section by section. Section 1 j u s t t e l l s yo u
about the pu rpose of t h e b i l l whi ch i s t o pr ov i d e p r i m ar i l y
f or o ld e r Ne b r askans c a r e management services such as
consultation referral and review of the services for
i ndividuals i n need of l on g - t e r m c are. Sect i o n 2 , t he
Department of Social Services shall certify the care
management units in consultation with the Department on
A ging. The y wi l l put t oge t he r t he gui de l i n e s a nd t h e
standards for the program. S ection 3, a rea agencies on
aging will contract with, but will not directly provide
actual services needed by individuals. You have a handout ,
number four, which indicates to you the area age n cies a nd
where they are located in the state. They ar e t he n a t u r a l
placement for this program because of t hei r l ong -t i m e
s tanding as b e in g the advocate for the elderly and the
vehicle through which elderly services have been developed
and processed in the state. Section 4, the Department of
Social Services will provide funds not to exceed S200,000 in
total to establish care management units in areas where none
is present at this time and this amount of money will be
more than replaced, and I will explain t h a t t o yo u a l i t t l e
later, before the end of the first year of the program.
Section 5, the Department of Social Serv i ces wi l l r ei mburse
care management fees for those eligible for assistance under
Title 19 and 20 or for those whose private f u nds would be
depleted in six months to a level whic h w o u l d make them
e lig i b l e . At t he same t i m e , i ndividual s who h ave t h e
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