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P RESIDENT: S e n a to r Ne l so n , d o y o u wish to comment on the
amendment'? Very well. Any further discussion on Senator
Smith's amendment'? If not, the motion is to adopt the
amendment. All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote nay .
P lease record y our v o t e . W e ' r e voting on a Smith amendment
to LB 829. Have you all voted? Record the vote, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 2 6 aye s , 0 nays on ado p t i o n of Senator Smith's
amendment.

PRESIDENT: The amendment is adopted. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Tha n k you . Members of the Legislature,
LB 829 is a relatively simple bill that will go far to
a ddress th e con c e rns we a l l sha r e for the rising costs of
health care in a rather difficult time but in a different
manner from most health care cost containment measures.
Everyone here is fully aware that Nebraska among the
50 states in the nation has a high percentage of elderly
persons in proportion to the total population. Present l y
over 15 p e r c e nt or 263 , 0 0 0 of ou r state's population are
age 60 or over. I have passed some handouts to you on the
floor here and I would like you to refer to handout n umber
t hree which w i l l sh o w y o u the various legislative districts
and the population by counties within your districts of the
p ercentage o f peo p l e a g e 6 0 a n d over. The little circles
indicate from 20 to 25 percent age 60 or ove r. The l i n e s
indicate 25 to 30 percent and the black dot areas 30 percent
or more and I think that...and I' ve taken the liberty to
place names of some senators, specific senators, in high
concentrated areas of elderly in the state. The cities
c annot be show n by this map and O maha does have a
27.4 average percentage of elderly in the city. Senators
part i c u l a r l y t h at mi g ht b e very interested in the high
degree of elderly people in their districts are Senator Rod
Johnson, Senators Remmers, Eret, Mil l e r , Vi ck e r s , H a berman,
B aack, Lamb, DeCamp, Hefner an d Rogers . We all know that a
care c r i s i s i s bu i l d i n g . A n umber o f N e b r a skans age 60 a n d
over will increase to 46 percent in the next 4 ye ar s .
Currently Nebraska and its citizens pay over $168 million
e ach year f or nu r si n g h ome ca r e . At the same time public
funds are diminishing for the provision of care. M aking t h e
most of wh at w e ha ve is good advice an ytime, but
particularly so in economically difficult times such aswe' re experienc ing he re i n Nebraska . L B 82 9 i s a b i l l
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