
February 27, 1986 L B 1 05

eluding to. And, yes, it would be wonderful if we could see
t o i t t hat ev e r y chi l d i n this country has a wonderful,
l oving, happy f a mi l y wi t h t wo loving parents, four loving
grandparents, and however many great grandparents t hat i t
would be possible for them to have. But you can' t p ass l a ws
to make those things happen. I g u es s I t hi nk t hat
there...and I recognize that I'm f ight ing a l osi n g b a t t l e
because it is so popular to say, well, i t i s so n i c e t o h a ve
this bond that we' ve got to h ave this mechanism to a l l ow i t
to happen. I want to point out to you, though, the trauma
on the child themselves. I don' t know how many of you have
got any personal opportunities, or ha d any per s onal
o pportunit ie s t o v i ew c h i l d r en who have g one t h r ough the
trauma of divorce and gone through the trauma of visitations
by e ven t h ei r ow n par e nt s who were a d v ersar ia l t o e ach
other, but I have, and it is not fun. It is not fun to see
young children, who should be at the happiest time of their
l ives, h av in g t o go t o a psychiatrist to try to work out
their problems brought about by that trauma. It is not fun
to see young p e ople , who had done good in school, suddenly
lose all interest in school, suddenly have t o ev e n p e rhaps
have special tutoring along with that psychiatric help
because of the trauma of that divorce and the trauma of the
resultant, of the resultant visitation rights established by
the courts, and nothing wrong with that probably, even with
the parents involved. Now what we are doing with this bill
is we are interjecting another level of t hat trauma.
Remember, this will not be used in any instance where there
is a loving grandparent, loving grandchi ld , l ov i n g p a r ent
relationships already. I t i s onl y g o i n g t o be used when
there is an adversarial situation, when somebody d o esn' t
l ike somebody e l s e , where the ch i l d i s us e d l i ke a yo-yo,
where t he chi l d i s put i n a situation to have to choose
between o n e o r t he ot he r , where t he chi l d i s at l ea st
occasionally put in a position of having the other parent o r
parents that they are associating with, o r gra n dparents r u n
d own for a w h ol e d a y at a time, or a weekend and have to
defend them, or listen to the other side. I don't think we
are even thinking about that. I don 't think t hat t he
S enior-Haired ( s i c ) Legi s la t u r e thought about it either.
I' ve got a few white hairs myself, what few I d o h a ve . And
I know, I know the hurt that would happen if I couldn't see
my grandchildren. But once in awhile we' ve got to remember
the wisdom of Solomon. Once in awhile we' ve got to remember
what h a ppened when t h e r e was a fight over the baby and
Solomon, in h i s w i sdom, said, we' ll settle this, w e' ll j u s t
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