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amendment.

u navailable t o a c e r t a i n k i n d of grandparents, to a certain
kind of grandchildren for whom it ought to be available. If
any of y o u have any questions about the amendment, I'd be
pleased to answer. Bu t please understand what Se n a t or
Vickers' amendment would do. I 'd urge its defeat. Thank
you, Mr. Sp eaker.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, w ould you l i k e t o c l o s e o n
your motion.

SENATOR VICKERS: Very briefly, Mr. President. J ust t o m a ke
it clear that Senator Hoagland is right. I'm narrowing it
down considerably. I'm narrowing it down considerably by
making those two measures be considered together, both a
previous relationship as well as a p r ese n t o r f u t ur e
relationship. One of my purposes for this is that I know of
instances, I know of instances where there in f act has n o t
been a relationship in the past. There may be a d esi r e t o
create a r e l at i on s h i p , b ut I wou l d urge you t o c o n s i de r t he
trauma on the child to suddenly have the court say that,
yes, you do have to have or be granted the right to see a
grandparent who has not had any relationship at al l i n t he
past, as a matter of fact the only relationship perhaps
might have been a very adversarial one some time in the
distant past with the parents in one way or t he o t h er , a n d
now we a r e s u d denl y g oi ng t o throw that child into that
traumatic situation of dealing with somebody that they don' t
even know, qu ite frankly. Admittedly they might be
bio l o g i c a l r el at i on . Bu t I ' l l t e l l you , t h er e i s a b i g
difference between fathering a child and being a f at he r , o r
being a grandfather or grandmother. S o I w o u l d u r g e yo u t o
adopt this amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The question is the adoption of the Vickers
amendment. All those in favor vote aye , o pposed nay . Have
you all voted? H ave you all voted? Record, Mr . Cl e r k ,
please.

CLERK: 6 aye s , 16 nays , M r . Pr e si d e n t , on adoption of the

SPEAKER NICHOL: The amendment fails. Anything else on it,

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

M r. C l e r k ?
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