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they happen when two parents are divorced and o ne is g i v en
visitation rights. So the lawyers can see a gold mine, but
at the same t ime t h ei r a c t i v i t i es w i l l n o t se r v e a wholesome
societal function by strengthening the family. Litigation
never improves a situation. I t punishes one p e r son or , b y
giving damages, rewards another. But af t e r t he l i t i gat i o n
there is never a better feeling than existed before it. If
Senator Ly nc h a nd the se o thers, w h o ha v e spok e n so
eloquently, to use that overworked term, a nd I i ncl ud e
Senator Don Wesely in that, are rea l l y c oncerned, as they
s ay they a r e , a b out t h e family and the child, w hy giv e a
f inancia l i nce n t i v e to lawyers to stir up ad d i t i o n a l
litigation in the realm of domestic relations. There i s
n othing i n a d d i t i o n t o what I ' v e said, that I can think of,
that might bear on the issue. So I'm asking that you strike
this language because if you want t o look at i t onl y i n
terms of those rights that a parent enjoys, as opposed to
those that others enjoy, you are giving others a greater
r ight t han t he pa r ent s themselves, and I t hink it i s
improper.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Tha n k y o u . Senator Vickers, then Senator

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I woul d si mp l y
like to rise to support Senator Chambers in this motion and
would hope that the majority of you were listening t o hi s
arguments. It does not make any sense to me that we give a
right to a grandparent that a parent d oesn' t hav e , n u mber
one. Number two, I think we need to recognize that in most
c ases the p a r ent s or parent, if it is a s ingle parent , h a s
enough financial difficulties as it is raising a child .
There was j u s t an article, just recently, in one of t he
papers talking about the cost of raising a child in today' s
society . The y ' ve g o t e n ough dif f i c u l t i e s w it h ou t put t i ng
the grandparent in the p osition t o, bec a use of som e
unfortunate circumstances, asking for visitation r ights ,
then getting a monetary judgement against the parent as well
in carrying out those duties in the court. I think that is
t otal ' y wr o ng . I wou l d hope you would su p port Senator
Chambers in the rejection of this particular section.

S PEAKER NICHOL: T h ank y o u . Senator Barrett, please.

S ENATOR BARRETT: Than k y o u , Mr. President and m embers.
There is no question that this issue an emotionally charged

B arret t .
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