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relationship the mother and the paternal grandparents, who
have been with that child d ay s f or 8 year s , a re d e n i e d
access to the child. Now under that situation, I think, the
paternal grandparents probably ought to be able to go to
court to request visita .ion over that child. O nce again , a s
this handout indicates, and I circulated an internal staff
memo to all of you so you would be able to get a skeletal
description of the bill,as that memo indicates those
paternal grandparents would have three burdens of proof to
meet, three things that they would have to establish in
court . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: . . . i n or de r t o be entitled to that
v is i t a t i o n. They w o u l d have t o show , n u mber one, t hat
either past or present there was a significant beneficial
relationship between themselves and the child. Number two,
t hey'd h ave t o show i t i s i n t he be st i n t e r e s t o f t he ch i l d .
A nd, number t h r e e , t he y ' d have to show that it would no t
interfere with the relationship between the child and the
mother. So for that reason, because those restrictions are
i n t h er e , I t hi n k t h at t h i s b il l ou gh t t o app l y t o an
unmarried situation because occasionally there wil l be a
situa t i o n wh e re i t i s i n the best interest of the k id t o
have visitation under those circumstances. So, f i na l l y , I
would ur g e you t o v ote y es and go a head a n d ad o p t
subsect io n ( c ) t h a t w o u l d al l ow v is i t at i o n i n t h o s e l i mi t ed
circumstances. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER Nl"HOL: Senator Labedz, please.

SENATOR LABEDZ: (Response inaudib l e . )

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lowell.
. .

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: I cal l t he q u e s t io n.

SPEAKER NICHOL: W el l , okay, t h a t won ' t b e n ece s s a r y . That
would be the last one. S enator V i c k e r s , would you l i k e t o
c lose, p l e a s e .

SENATOR VICKERS: Yes, Mr . P re s i d e n t . M r. Pr e s i d e n t ,
members, th e r e ha s b e en a considerable amount of discussion
about the entire bill. I 'm not t a l ki ng t o you abo u t t h e
entire bill right now. I w ant to talk t o y o u a b ou t a
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