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with it for eight years. I' ve traditionally opposed it. As
a matter of fact I w a s t h e sponsor of a m otion to
indefinitely postpone Senator Stoney and Senator Ni c h o l ' s
bil l i n 198 0 . And i t i s t he kind of issue, I think, that
matures and d e v e lops as y o u h ave an opportunity to think
about it. My feelings on the issue have now changed after
extensive recent con versations with jud ges, with
grandparents over the last couple of years, with members of
t he j ud i c i a r y t hat ha n d l e divorce ca s es , and I am now
convinced that we should allow what this bill allows, what
this amendment allows, and that is limited grandparent
v isi ta t i o n r i g h t s , whether the parents have been married or
not, subject to a number of limitations and restrictions.
Now I know that Joe Pelican and his army of supporters do
not approve of al l of t he l i mi t at i o n s and restrictions we
have in t hi s bi l l . I ' m sure Joe, if he were wr''ting this
bill himself, would have it more wide open than we have i t
here. But in t he Judiciary Committee we felt that the
grandparent visitation supporters can always come in for
more liberal rules in future years, but when Nebraska enters
the rolls of 45 other states that allow grandparent
visitation, for the first, t ime l e t ' s do i t i n a
conservative fashion, and let's do it in a way that truly
respects the best interests of the children, and these
amendments are designed to do that. Now let me give a brief
e xample, i n t h e l i m i t e d time I have, as to why I would not
support the division of the question, why I w o u l d s upport
yes on this next vote, why I would vote yes on this next
vote and allow the bill to apply in situations where the
parents ha v e nev e r been married. Let m e give you a
hypothetical because hypotheticals are really the grist of
the debate on grandparent visitation issues, a s t h e y a re i n
adoption i s s ues and other similar issues. Le t's take a
situat i on , a n d t h i s i s a l l t oo co mmon,unfortunately, in the
United States today, where you have two individuals living
t ogether i n a r e l at i v e l y u n s t a b l e relationship and they have
a child. Let's say they both have jobs and neither of them
is real interested in the responsibility for that child so
d uring th e day s when t hey g o to work t h ey l e a v e t he chi l d
with the parents of the fa ther, with the paternal
grandparents. Let's say that relationship, as shaky a s i t
is, maintains itself for 5 years, or 7 y e a rs, or 10 y ea r s ,
unti l t he und e r ly i n g i n s t a b i l i t y of t he relationship takes
its toll and those two unmarried people part. A nd le t ' s s a y
the child, age 8 at this time, goes with the mother as is
usually t h e c as e. And because of the instability of t h e
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