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supportive of the concept of the effort to try and provide
grandparents visitation rights. But something has evol.ied
in that four and five years, as Senator Landis referred to,
and that is with the right to have visitation also comes a
responsibility, that linkage between grandparents and their
grandchildren that perhaps has never been quite clear as it
ought to be. And we are now starting to see, in Wisconsin
and other states, an effort to h av e gr a n dparents m o r e
i nvolved i n t e r ms of r e spo n s i b i li t y f or car i n g f or
grandchildren . Now th i s i s a l i nk ag e t h a t i s a l ogi c a l
extension of the grandparent visi t a t i o n r i g ht e f f or t . So
this is my attempt to warn all of you, as we move down the
road in passing LB 105, that other states that were ahead of
us on the i s sue are now ahead of us on the next phase of it
w hich is i n t e rm s o f b u i ld i n g f i n a nc i a l r esponsibi l i t y f or
grandchildren. We have a serious problem in this country in
term of families caring for their children, and we have
many impoverished families throughout the country. We are
finding that that linkage between grandparents is one that
can help us deal with the problem, and that grandparents, in
most cases, are more than willing to try and be helpfu l i n
that. effort. Now I don't know if we are a t a n y p o int r e a d y
to deal with the issue this year. Senator DeCamp talked
about amendments on Select File. I really don't know how we
would approach it at this time. I can only tell you this,
that I have been looking at it, a nd in l i g h t of t he H e a l th
and Human Services Committee, we are looking at other states
and what they have been doing, and the concept of what role
the grandparents play in dealing with some of these social
c oncerns t h a t w e ha v e . And with some of the f inancial
re"ponsibilities that are developing i s one that is o f
growing importance, and that Wisconsin legislation, which
has gained national attention, is one that is being l ooked
at throughout the country. So this is just the start of a
much bigger issue of the relationship of grandparents to
their grandchildren. I will be supportive of this concept,
but I also think you ought to know that other things will be
coming along to further that concept even more than we can
i magine at t h i s p o i n t .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Sena t o r L y n ch . We are talking about t.'.e
p arents who have never been marr i ed . Senator Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President, members, I...being married I
don't think is the issue at all. It has to do with kids and
parents, whether they are married or not , a n d g r andkids, i n
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