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that the psychological parent relationship is inhibited, it
is threatened by excessive court regulation, a nd t h e
Grandparents Visitation Rights A ct in e s sence, i n my mind,
i s s uch a t hr e a t . Secondly, visitation is o ne of t ho s e
postdivorce relationships that parents have to put up with
because the kid just can't be in two places at one time, and
the child should go with the parent that is going to give
the best possible homelife and s ituat io n t o t h e c h i l d . But
you know that noncustodial parent retains o b li g a t i o ns ,
costs, child support. I 'm wondering i f t he vi si t at i on
r ights , whi c h ar e demanded b y gr and parents, w ould b e
accompanied by the same economic obligations that parents
have when they lose the custody of their children. I 'd l i k e
to ask Senator Lowell Johnson if he'd yield to a question.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lowell Johnson, please.

S ENATOR L. JOHNSON: Y e s .

SENATOR LANDIS: Sen a t o r J ohnson, a re y o u wi l l i n g t o ha v e
a mended i n t o thi s bi l l a pr ov i si o n that requires that
the...that c grandparent who receives visitation rights will
become economically obligated for the well-being of a chi l d
in just the same way as a noncustodial parent can, by court
order, become economically obligated for the well-being of
that child?

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: I do not think I would be.

SENATOR LANDIS: I d idn't think so,and that is one of the
reasons I think this bill is unfair. It grants visitation,
but it doesn't drop t he othe r sho e whi c h is e c onomic
responsibility. You can't deny that what we are looking at
here is a parent not a grandparent relationship.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: And a parent is unfortunately placed in the
time, sometimes, of having to deal with visitation, but they
a lways ret a i n t h e o b l i g a t i o n to be economically responsible
for their children to the age of majority. That doesn' t
make a difference whether you are a father who doesn' t h a ve
custody of a child, or a mother who doesn't have custody of
a child. If the child has needs, t he parent , by l aw, will
have to be t he r e . T hat i s a hea v y bur d e n , and i t i s one
that I think justifies t he not io n of v i si t at i on . But in
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