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PRESIDENT: S e n a to r A bboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr . President, colleagues, I offer the
motion t o da y t o k i l l LB 802 because I think it symbolizes
the problems that we have been having with higher education
in the State of Nebraska. It does two things that I think
are wrong. The first one is that it symbolizes the fact
that we haven't looked at the entire scope of higher
education in the State of Nebraska. Yest e r d a y we d i s c u s sed
a bill of importance, a constitutional amendment t o a l l o w
the regents in the State of N ebraska t o b e a ppo i n t ed . Now,
t hi s b i l l , LR 3 2, di scu s s e d how i t wou l d be beneficial for
the citizens of the State of Nebraska to have appointed
r egents . And i n hand o u t s that were distributed t o t he
members of the committee, or members of the Legislature, it
noted how we would have improved effectiveness, how we would
have better decisions being made because of the appointed
r egents , how t h ey wou l d be more fu ture oriented and
emphasize the statewide concerns in the State of Nebraska .
In fact, they went on to say that we would have increased
emphasis on the people making the tough decisions. Well,
what we have in the Sta' e of Nebraska at this time is a
large number of people th xt haven't been making the tough
decis i on s wi t h h i gh er e duc at i on . Higher ed u c a t i on ha s
continued to take more and more costs of the State of
Nebraska, more and more taxpayers' dollars and less emphasis
o n what t h e re al ne e d s of the students in the State of
Nebraska ar e . Now, i n legislation that we had e arl i e r
dealing with tech colleges, it was noted about the amount of
money that we presently do spend on state colleges...or tech
colleges, The figure was close to 25 million to $26 million
that the State of Nebraska. ..in the State of Nebraska that
we do s p end o n t e ch n i c a l community colleges. Now, tnis
particular bill is of c oncern to me because it affects
constituents in m y di strict. It affects my te chnical
community college, M etropo l i t a n T e c h n i c a l C ommunit y C o l l e g e .
So that is why I have a strong concern with this piece of
legislation and its potential impact on the residents that
live within this technical community college district. Now,
present l y i n my t e ch n i c al community co l l eg e we sp end
approximately...see if I can g et t he f i g u r e s he r e , oh ,
approximately 5 to $ 6 mi l l i o n on t ech ni c al c om muni t y
colleges in Douglas County. Now, this is paid by the
property taxpayers in Douglas C ounty a n d i n su r r ou n d i n g
counties of the metropolitan area. Now, it is not a big
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