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SENATOR WITHEN: Okay. I'm standing to g iv e r a t h e r g u a r ded
acceptance to the amendment when Senator Vickers . . . t h e w a y
Senator Vickers explained it and my b rie f a b i l i t y t o t ake a
glance at it. It looked like an acceptable approach. Y s,
if highway...where state highway workers a r e end a ngered
working out, picking up barricades off the road, assume
the employees o f private contractors are a l so . The
amendment states that any vehicle displaying flashing amber
o r whit e l i gh t s sha l l not f o l l ow s u c h v ehicl e more c l o s e l y
than 100 feet. I think that...to me that sounds like an
acceptable amendment. It is nice when these amendments get
adopted when those that offer them give their wholehearted
support for the bill. I question whether that i s go i n g t o
happen in this case. Despite that I do think that it looks
like a decent sort of approach. I would accept i t . Ju st
also clarify, Senator Vickers indicated that merely because
nobody opposed the bill doesn't mean he can' t. I agree w i t h
that wh o l e h ear t e d l y . We ar e 49 i nd i v i du a l s wi t h our r i g h t
to read the bills and voice our concerns with them. I have
no objection to what he is doing. The only t h i n g I d i d wa s
point out to you that everybody who is affected by this bill
on a day-to-day sort of working basis, the truck d r i v e r s ,
the Highway Patrol and the folks out there working on the
roads all do support it. True, i f a sena t or has a
phi l osophi ca l o b j e c t i o n t o i t t h e y ce r t ai n l y s hould s t a n d
and voice t h a t o b je c t i o n. I wou l d urge you or a l l o w y ou t o
vote to support the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Notion is to adopt the amendment. Do you wi sh
to close, Senator Vickers?

SENATOR VICKERS: We ll, yes, Nr. President, very briefly.
Just to indicate to you, so that there is no
misunderstanding, and especially for Senator Withem's part,
that even if this amendment is adopted no, I'm not going to
b e i n l o ve wi t h t h e b i l l . I st i l l t h i nk it sets different
standards for different vehicles, a nd I ' m no t h a p p y with
that. But there will be another amendment that I will
offer. If I can get this next amendment adopted then,
Senator Withem, yes, I will support the bill. But I t h i n k
this is...at least this discussion is good for us s o tha t w e
c an u n d e r s t an d t h e i s su e involved, and that issue very
simply is to make the rules of the road apply to all of the
vehicles out there. Senator Withem indicated that those who
testified in support, who a r e af fected, testified in
support. Well, some of the groups. There ar e a l ot of
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