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the sa la r i e s , I am a s k i ng y ou today t o a p p r ove a 2 5 p e r c ent
increase for the Governor, a 20 percen t i ncr e a s e f o r the
others, and I feel that these are good i nc r e a ses . I f
economic times improve, then we can increase these salaries
in 1991. And besides the base salaries that these officials
like the Governor and the Treasurer and the Lieutenant
Governor are receiving, they are a lso r ece i v i n g many f r i n g e
benefits and let me point out just a few of these to you.
They get good benefits on their life and heal t h i n s u r a nce .
They have retirement benefits. They have life insurance.
In the case of the Governor, he has a h ome and he ha s a n
automobile. Some of you said several weeks ago when we were
d ebat ing t h e b i l l and a d o p t i n g the amendment, the committee
amendment, i s th at if we don 't increase s alaries
substantially, then we get poor candidates. Well, I submit
to you this morning that I feel that we h ave good
candidates . 'We certainly have good candidates f or t he
office of the Governor. I believe we have four on the
Democrat side and four or five on the Republi can s i d e . I n
the case of the Lieutenant Governor, we hav e got t he
President. We also have others that are among u s. A n d s o
we have plenty of candidates and we have p l en t y of g ood
candidates. In talking to my colleagues here, I feel that
if this amendment is not adopted, well , t he n th e r e wi l l b e a
motion t o k i l l t h e b i l l . And so w i t h t h i s i n mi nd , I move
for the adoption of my amendment that you can find on
page 476 of t he J o u r n a l . Than k y o u .

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r Abb o u d . The spe a k i n g or d e r af t e r
Senator Abboud is Senator Haberman, Landis, Wa r n er and
Smith. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, c ol leagues , I am go i ng t o
rise in support of Senator Elroy Hefner's amendment. I was
down looking by the Clerk's desk to see if there were any
other amendments, any other compromising amendments which
this body might be able to act on. I see Senator Nelson
r aised he r h a nd . May b e t h e r e will be more forthcoming. At
this time, the increases that Senator Hefner is proposing
with his amendment are still a substantial i ncrease i n
consideration of the economic times that we a re g oi n g
through. I know most of us are aware o f t h e bud g e t c r un c h
that is going to be coming up in the near future, mid-March,
when we a r e go i n g t o hav e to be deciding some crucia l' decisions on whether to increase taxes, w hether t o exp a n d
our t a x b a s e , o r wh e t h e r t o cut state services further. It
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