
Pebruary 12 , 1 986 LB 772

person is a motion to suspend t he r u l e s . Th e Sp ea ke r h a s
indicated that a motion to suspend the rules can be amended.
That is the first time "'n my seven years in the Legislature
I' ve ever se e n t hat a l l o wed . The reason that it has never
been a l l o wed i s be c ause it defies common sense. I n al egis l a t i v e b o dy , where your o n l y technique for closing off
debate is a motion to suspend the rules, to a llow a mot i o n
to amend the motion t o s u s pend t he r u l es effectively
e liminates you r on l y t ec h n i que for l i mi t i ng deb at e . That
would mean that anytime in the future, in this s ession, o n a
hot issue, regardless of what it was, anytime that somebody
who was in a minority wanted to filibuster it to death, all
they do is start filing amendments to the motion to suspend.
That is the practical point. I n a l e g a l s e n se , I t h i nk i t
has been true before today that in any situation where our
rules did not speak to a situation, that the r eference i n
this body has been to Mason's R ule of O r d e r . I w o u l d a s k
t he Cle rk , i f i t i s no t put t i ng t he Cl er k o n t h e spot, i f
that has not been the procedure in the Legislature.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Mr. Clerk.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Since t h a t has n ot a l ways be e n wh a t
occurred, I object to a staff member being injected into
t hi s d i s c u s s i o n which shoul d oc c u r a mong senators b ecause
M ason's h a s n o t always been t he o n ly thing referred to.
We' ve c ome up t he r e and gotten our heads together, and
whoever had the strongest argument was the one who won.

SPEAKER NICHOL: I' ll ask the Clerk to respond.

CLERK: S e n a t o r , I . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Well, Mr. Clerk, I don't want t o put y o u
in the spot with Senator Chambers. I will simply state, as
a matter of fact, that it is my opinion that Mason's Rules
of Order has been the common reference point that we use to
address situations where the rules of the L egis l a t u r e a r e
s i lent . Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers. Then Senator DeCamp.
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