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$199,000 for hospitals. Whose responsibility i s i t f r om
there on'? It is all of us to pay those hospital bills, to
educate the children, maybe retrain the wife, and so on . I n
my own family, they said, well , s h e was compla i n i n g b ecause
s he was r i d i n g (sic) a motorcycle helmet and she was hurt,
why we didn't pay for more training for her education to get
her reeducated. I think that they must be responsible and I
wil l c u t o f f wi t h t h at bu t I very much support the helmets,
and I know a lot of times we don't like to be told but it is
for our own good.

PRESIDENT: Senator Smith.

S ENATOR SMITH: T h ank y o u , Mr. President. Fellow senators,
I won't stand here and dispute some of the things that have
been said about the importance of the helmet, a s fa r a s I am
concerned personally, but I have another object in mind and
that is the education. I feel that that is a very important
thing. Irregardless of some of the comments that have been
made about the lack of wil l i n g n ess o f t he mot o r c y c l i st t o
take the education, the fact that education h asn' t w o r k e d ,
al l t h o s e k i nd of t hi ng s , t h e truth of the matter remains
and that is that motorcyclists i n i , i a l l y w e r e r eq ui r e d t o
pay fees for an education program which t he y w e r e v e r y
wil l i n g t o do , ha v e b ee n pay i n g i nt o a pool of money for
that very purpose for a number of years, a nd I t h i nk y o u c a n
all remember last year, that being my first year on the
floor, when we were...came up with the budget and we f ound
that some of the money from that pool h ad been t r a n s f e r r e d
to the Department of Roads to fix the roof. T he ye a r b e f or e
that my understanding is that some other money was taken for
some other purpose. So I think that I have so many things I
want t o say h er e and I hope I have these in order but I
guess that my main co ncern is that we pro vide the
opportunity for them to receive an education program which
in good faith they were paying into through their own fees.
LB 524 add r e s s es o n l y a mandatory helmet law. I t do e s
nothing to address the education aspect. We had a little
human interest story here a little bit ago from Senator Rupp
and I could give you one of my own, and I guess that is why
I am so dedicated to the education program. I n my o w n
family, my oldest son, and I t o l d t h i s i n Pub l i c Wo r k s t h e
other day, I will tell it again, irregardless o f what t h e y
are saying, education made a tremendous difference in h i s
life. He became an instructor last year after «11 the years
of his life not wearing a h e l m e t whe n he r ode the
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