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believe t ha t t h i s requires under t he Spe a k e r ' s ag enda a
30 minute t i m e l i m it . So we will begin that the moment you
begin to speak, Senator .

STATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. Speaker and colleagues, this motion
asks that the Legislature pull out of the Public Works
Committee a bill that would require all motorcyclists in the
State of Nebraska to wear he l m e t s . Now i t h as b een
deadlocked in the Public Works Committee since March of last
year where there are neither enough votes to k i l l t h e b i l l
or enough votes to advance it. I am asking t h a t w e p u l l t he
bill out of committee today f o l l o w ing a b r i e f deb a t e in
o rder t o gi ve t he f u l l Leg i sl at u r e an opportunity to
consider this important issue. Now initially I w ould l i k e
to thank Dr. Manion of St. Joseph's Hospital, Dr. Campbell
of the Medical Center, and other interested physicians all
around th e st at e wh o h ave worked so h ar d t o b r i ng to our
attention the grim facts relating to motorcycle accidents
where b i k e rs ar e not wearing he lmets that w e hav e
e xperienced i n Ne b r a ska i n the last eight years. I have
i ntroduced thi s b i l l ba s i c a l l y a t t he request of the medical
community in Nebraska, particularly emergency room personnel
including an e s t hesio logi st s who treat the traumatic head
injury cases, the pathologists who perform the autopsies on
bikers who were k i l l e d f r o m head in j u r i e s , and other medical
individuals who have repeatedly asked the Legislature to
a ddress thi s i ss u e a n d to consider this issue. And I am
very grateful for the assistance of physicians around the
state a n d e mergency room personnel ar o u nd the state for
their efforts a nd for their wor k in assisting the
Legislature to understand t he rea l i s sue s and t o wo r k
through the real issues involved in this legislation. Now
as h andout s we have p a s sed around indicateu, there is
overwhelming p u b li c support for a measure of this sort ,
part i c u l a r l y among sen s i b l e p eop l e who r e a l i z e and
understand how vulnerable motorcyclists are who don' t w e ar
helmets and all of the head injuries and the deaths that
result...that come as a result of that. The polls show that
an overwhelming number of your constituents support thi s
m easure b e c ause t h e y understand that it is best for all
N ebraskans . Now s t u d i e s show, w e ha v e a Dep a r t ment of
Transportation study and other studies that w e h a v e
circulated previously that show that helmets are clearly
effective in reducing the incidence and severity of head
injuries resulting from motorcycle accidents. J ust a c o up l e
of examples, unhelmeted r iders a r e t wi ce a s l i k e l y t o

8583


