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political subdivisions or whatever, you have a different
situation because there is a businessrelationship being
established between a person who makes | aw, fornulates
policy and dealing with the agencies for \hichhe or she
formul ates the policy, nakes the | aw and so forth. Byt when
it comes to voting a state Legislature is different fromany
other ruling or governing entity in this country. The state
Legi sl ature, to use the exanple that | have used before, is
i ke the bar of a dunbbell. On one end is a wei ght, on the
other end is an equal weight. The bar in the niddle holds

the two together. So if you keep that analogy in nind, you
renenber that the federal governnent s a governnent of

del egat ed powers. The peopl e supposedly granted powers to
the federal governnent so the federal governnent has only
t hose powers that were granted to it by the people. The
subdi vi si ons bel ow the state | evel exercise only such powers
as the state Legislature grants or allows themto utilize.

So the power to the federal governnment and to the political

subdi visions flows fromthe state. The state Legi sl ature is
the only suprenme legislating authority in this country. The
only limtation on a state legislature is jts Constitution
and its Constitution does not grant jt power, it limts the
power. So anything not |inited in the Constitution toa

state legislature, the state legislature hasthe powerto
do. Such beingthe case, senatorsin a state |egislature
are in a unique position as far as thegoverning in this

country is concerned and | think it would be inpossible to
draft a bill or a provisionpy an agency which would
properly handl e or even describe what a conflict of interest

woul d be for a senator when it cones to voting. Thatis the
determ nation that the senator has to make gandit is one
which his or her constituents || review and deternine
whet her they agree with it or not. |f they disagree and the
di sagreenent is serious enough, they will express how they

feel at the polls. For nyself, | w] not vote to stop any
senator fromvoting on any issue in this body. I might be

critical, but this jsa formwhere weare toengage in
vigorous, open, unlimted discussion. Sp,if a senator were
to offer a bill that would benefit hinself or herself

directly, even if the Legislature enacted it, the Suprene

Court would strike jt down as special legislation. So,
other than besnirching the image of the Legislature. for

knowi ngly passing such a bill and the individual who offered
it, no real damage would have been done to anybody because
there is a check on the activities of the Legislature in the
formof court decisions.
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