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the fiscal note. There is not one technical school in this
state today that's even close to the 4.2 percent overlevy
allowed, not one. Not Senator Nichol's favorite out in
Scottsbluff, not Senator Nelson's favorite in Grand Island,
not Senator Smith's favorite in Hastings, they aren't e v e n
there . The y a re n ' t ev en t he r e . So what d o t h ey d o? The y
get these senators to come in with a bill that allows that
overlevy to go from 4.2 percent to 5 pe r c ent whe n t hey
haven't even yet got close to the 4.2 percent needed. They
haven't even gotten close to it. N ow, I ' l l t e l l you wh a t
happens. When people have the authority to go t o a h i g h e r
amount, administrators can ultimately persuade them to do
that, those votes can be found,and spending can eas i l y
follow the revenue. Nany of us i n t h i s Leg i s l at u r e h a v e
been very cognizant of the rapid growth of our vocational
technical schools. We' ve been very cognizant of the brick
and mortar programs they have done . We hav e b e e n ver y
cognizant of their appearance throughout the State of
Nebraska. We have continued to say to ourselves, when will
it stop? H o w can w e g e t a l l p ostsecondary educat i on
adequately coordinated? And we are concerned about it. I 'm
concerned about it. Sen ator Lamb is absolutely correct.
Probably, the State of Nebraska should simply f und t he
vocational technical schools and they should be part of our
overall postsecondary education system, but we have chosen
not yet to do that. But what we are do i n g i s w e a r e gi v i ng
those voc tech schools more taxing authority than their
figures currently demonstrate t hey e v e n co m e c l ose to
needing, they even come close to needing, and it is wrong to
do that. And I can guarantee you that if this bill had been
before the Revenue Committee, it would not have happened
because the committee says, you got to prove up totally and
absolutely on need before we' re go i n g to allow you to
i ncrease y ou r mi l l l ev y l i mi t s . I think Senator Hall is
aware of that in connection with the M AT bil l he b r ou g h t
into the R evenue Committee, but to go for an overlevy
allowance of 5 percent when the current law allows an
overlevy of 4.2 mills, when the highest overlevy r igh t n o w
is about 2 mills, 2.1 mills, is "greedy i sm" . I t ' s simply
"greedyi sm" . And as long as this bill is going t o be k ep t
in that form where this body cedes total property tax
authority to those voc tech schools, this bill ought to be
k i l l e d .

PRESIDENT: T h e Chai r wou l d l i ke to announce that Senator
Baack has guests in the north balcony that have come a long
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