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SENATOR NELSON: Just a few short words. I w o n ' t t ak e a n y
more time. I think we' ve spent enough time on this bill. I
think that most of you realize, outside of the Omaha area,
how bad this is needed. One other point.

. .

PRESIDENT: The call of the house i s r a i s ed . Excu s e me ,
Senator .

SENATOR NELSON: ...in my own area we have been able to work
with the community college on LPN nursing d egrees. B y o u r
work over the summer, Senator Smith and myself, we chaired
this. Now they are able to continue their courses on in LPN
nursing. That's just as an example. Another . . . I kn o w a
concern of many of you is the fact of you think that they' re
going up to the maximum immediately. I wi l l sh ow y o u t h a t
in the past Southeast has been at .0565. I ncident a l l y , t he y
do anticipate to lose $300,000, Southeast Community College.
They' re i n p r ob l ems now with Fairbury, and retaining the
colleges in their area. Metro is not. No rtheast has been
up to . 0 5 08 . The y cou l d h a v e go n e t o s even. My co l l ege ,
Central, is up to seven. M id-Pla i n s wh i c h t h i s l aw d o e s n o t
affect is .0716 and Western, of cou r se , i s ov er . So t h e
average levy right now is .0597. So I think that is,so to
speak, pr oof o f the pudd ing. These c ol l e g e s a r e
r esponsib l e . The y ar e not go i ng out and , a s Senator
H artnet t sa y s , " creepyi sm" . I don ' t l i ke t h a t a nd I wi l l
not vote for anything that's open-ended here, if it could be
h elped, an d I don ' t c al l t h i s a b i l l f or op en - e n ded f u n d i n g .
I t ' s j u st simply for outstate Nebraska t o su r v i v e a nd
i t . . . t h e c o mmunit y c ol l eg e s , t hei r e nr o l l m en t i s i nc r ea s i n g
monthly , a n d w i t h t h a t , I wi l l c l o se . And just think of it,
the other colleges are not taking advantage of the increase
and I don't expect it now and with the valuation decrease,
there is just no other way we can go.

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u , S enator . Ma y w e h av e o rd e r p l e a s e .
(Gavel.) T he motion is to a dvance LB 796 a nd Sen at o r
H aberman wante d t o spe a k o n t he b i l l . Al l r i gh t , Sen at o r
Abboud. The spe a k i n g or d er i s a fte r Sen a t o r A b b o u d , is
S enator W e s e l y, Var d John s o n , Lamb and Hall. Senator
Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, col l e agues , I wou l d l i ke t o
say from the onset right of this speech is that I understand
Senator Smith and Senator Nelson's very deep con c er n w i t h
their community colleges and I don ' t i n any w a y b e g r udge
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