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a bill that asks for the Mullen Hospital to be able to
increase their tax levy?

SENATOR LAMB: Ye s, Senator Smith, but I t h i n k we sh o u l d
consider these each individually on their merits and I would
be happy t o ( i n t er r u p t i o n) .

SENATOR SMITH: W e l l , I t h i nk ( inte r r u p t i o n ) , t ha n k y ou . I
think education is very meritorious. Thanks a l ot . Okay ,
and t o Sena t or Abb o u d i n case h e d i d no t re cei v e
satisfactory answers to his question, I want to remind him
that the levy will only be increased by a two-thirds vote of
both boards. So that is locally controlled. I t i s be c a u s e
o f th e d e c l i n i n g v al uat i o n s i n t he l and i n the r u r a l a re a s
that this is n ecessary to maintain the same level of
services. We are not asking for more. We are asking for a
c ont i n u i n g l eve l . I t is very short term. It i s needed t o
maintain those programs that a re ex i s t i n g, and I w ant t o
emphasize that it is an emergency measure only . Fo r t ho se
that have a concern, including Senator Hartnett, there is a
p iece o f l e g i s l at i o n t h at zs be i ng p r ep a r e d r i g ht no w w h i c h
will address it and will change it so that areas would base
their property tax authority on actual tax revenues instead
of v a l u a t i o n. And now I wi l l r e l i nq u i sh t he rest of my time
to Senator Nichol. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nichol, you have about two and a half

SPEAKER NICHOL: Thank you , Mr. P r e s i d e n t , a nd h ank y ou ,
Jackie Smi t h . May I j u st say in the western part o f t h e
s tate w e d o n eed t he increase from 4.2 to 5 cents. Do you
realize that the other i ns t i t u t i o n s, edu cat i o na l
institutions, took a 2 percent cut, that community colleges
t ook a 3 pe r c e n t cu t ' ? So I think we should really keep that
in mind. Other institutions took a 2 percent cut, community
colleges took a 3 percent cut, keep that in mind. Senator
Lamb, in our area they have basketball. The at t e n d ance i s
good and they are making money at that. If it goes to the
p lace where i t i s l os i ng m o n e y , I may support your idea of
cutting out athletics, but as long as i t i s maki n g mo ney, I
t h ink i t i s ok ay t o l et them continue to make money. Third
point, witn the unsettled, with the unsettled situation
involving real estate property tax, I r e a l l y t h i n k t h i s i s
proper to allow the 5 cents at this time for this area.
Senator Land i s and t n e committee that s tudied t he t ax
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