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amendment that we passed the other da y . Sen at o r Ho a g la nd
has r e p e atedl y sai d that this bill, t hi s l aw, was a
fine-tuned bill, and it was, and it i s . But now S e n a t o r
Hoagland w a nt s t o "untune" it, put it out of tune. He
opened the first crack th e ot h er day . Certainly that
amendment was much more discriminating than this one is, and
this is an attempt to make it fair for all people. Maybe
Senator Chambers is angry, but I'm just as a ngry t ha t w e a r e
messing wi th t hi s l aw. I have a r eq u es t i n from the...to
the Attorney General asking whether t hi s w i l l be f ai r and
whether it can stand. Let me just give you a couple o f
statistics as t o why t he b i l l i s w o r k in g , t he l aw is
working . L i st en to just two statistics, i f you wou l d
p lease . The num b e r of de a t h s i n 1981, a l mo s t 20 0 ,
1 89 deaths i n 19 8 1 . What was it in 1985'? N inety-one , l e s s
than half what it was in 1981 and we want to change the law?
' lnat i s c razy . W e s h o u l d l e a v e it alone. It is working.
You have hea r d n o c o mments from your constituents, I wi l l
bet, to change this l aw. I h av en ' t h ad one. N o w m a y be
you' ve had one or t wo , pe r h a ps f rom those w h o h a v e been
arrested . As soon a s we p u t t h e word out , you c an g et
around the bill, b el i eve me we' l l a l l b e get t i ng ar o u n d i t
as we were before this law passed three or f our . . . f o u r or
f ive y e ar s ag o . I ur g e yo u t o suppor t Sena t o r C h ambers '

PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins. Senator Abboud ' s n e x t .

SENATOR HIGGINS: T hank you , Mr . P re s i d e n t , col l eagues . I
g uess e v e r y body i s angry this morning. I 'm angry f o r a
different reason. Senator Hoagland has introduced this bill
and fo r f i v e ye ar s a l l I ' v e heard f r om t h e J udic i a r y
Committee is we are "agin" or against mandatory sentences.
Yet this bill contains mandatory minimum sentences for
someone who gets in a c a r an d dr i v es after they' ve had two
o r t h r e e d r i n k s , and if they are stopped they are consider ed
intoxicated. They haven't killed anybody. They haven ' t h i t
anybody, no t e v e n a t r ee , another car, but they should have
a mandatory s e n t e nce , a mandatory minimum sentence . Yet my
child pornography bill they absolutely refused, the lawyers
on the J u d i c i ar y Committee e s pec i a l l y , t o hav e a ma n d a t o r y
minimum sentence for men and women tha t u s e l i t t l e ch i l d r en
to make the most filthy, obscene movies and pictures they
can. The r e i s t he hypoc r i s y b ehi nd this bill. S enator
Chambers me ntioned h ypocr i sy . I agree , t i s t h e
hypocritical thing the Judiciary Committee h as ever pu t

amendment.
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