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But it has been made a special, elitist type bi l l b y
e xcluding tw o c at e g o r i e s s p ec i f i ca l l y w h er e d r i v i n g i s t h e
very essence of their employment, t ruck d r i ve r s a n d cab
drivers . I f you look at th i s l anguage deal in g wi t h
self-employed people, i t p r o babl y w i l l b oi l dow n to t h ose
who are cons i de red t h e h i gh e r classes or the better classes
of people, the professionals, the ones who are in a position
to say that wherever they are they are involved in the work
b y which t h e y make a l i v i n g . I 'm not c o ncerned, as Senator
Haberman is, about blood and death being on my hands i f I
support a bill like this. I 'm concerned about justice and
equity. Either the principle on which this bill is based is
valid, or it is not. If it is valid, as I think it is, the
benefits of the bill should extend to all persons who would
c ome with i n i t s p ur v i e w . But as usual compromises a re be i ng
made to sacrifice certain people. A cab dr i v e r m ay h a v e
five children, a sick wife, a saintly mother, a pro f l i ga t e
father, and he is trying to make ends meet by driving that
cab over the rutted streets of Omaha, winter, summer, spring
and fall, rain, snow, he drives through it all. Every time
h e picks u p a f a re h e o r she could literally be taking life
i n hand , or p l aci ng i t i n th e h an d s c f w h o eve r i s r i d i ng
that cab. This, indeed, might be the only last true hero in
this society. And Senator Hoagland and these others want to
take away from that person the r igh t t o ea rn a l i v i ng w h ic h
they are granting to o ther p e opl e who a r e not nea r l y so
heroi c a s t he cab d r i ve r . The t r uc k d r i v er , a bout w h o m
songs have been wr i t t en , the truck driver is almost a folk
hero of A m er i c a . You hear them and see them trundling down
t he road , 1 , 0 0 0 mi l e s an hour, one foot be,'-ind your little
H onda w h i c h h a s 2 64,000 mi l e s on i t , d r i v i n g w i t h i n t h e
speed l i m i t . But h er e i s t he t rucker b e a r i n g d o wn , and a
Honda is so small that if a truck had the power to reverse
its engines as a jet plane did it would suck the Honda r igh t
hrough its system and spit it ou t t h e t ai l p i p e and no t

even mis s a be a t . And t hi s i nd i v i du a l , who i s a s muc h a
part of Ame"icana as Johnny A ppleseed and Davey Cr ocke t a n d
Daniel Boo ne , w i l l be denied, by the dastardly Senator
Hoagland and h i s cohor t s , the right to make a l i v i n g w h il e
he is extending that right to people who are fa r l e ss
worthy , who h a v e not contributed anything to Americana.
What I w ant t o do with my amendment is r e strict the
operation of the bill even further. He has chosen t o st r i k e
at the common man. I choose to strike at the elitists. We
are c h o o s in g up sides on t h i s bill. Who are the
self-employed types who w ould t a k e a d v a n t a g e of this bill?

8374


