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look that they destroyed it t hemselves. A n d yo u ca n go
throughout history and you can pick almost any period of
time, any country, any economy, when a major industry or a
country's economy is destroyed it isn't done by somebody
e lse . I t i s done b y t he i nd i v i d u a l s to themselves because
they either get too greedy or they try to make sure t ha t t h e
new innovation, the new competition, whatever i s t he r e on
the horizon, is kept out. I can use obsolete examples but
they are just as realistic today. Ely Whitney, the cotton
gin, we were going to stop this new innovation because i t
was going to destroy all of the workers. The Ludd i t e s ,
running around destroying the mills i n England because t h ey
weren't going to have this new innovation come in. You have
got the same thing going on here. You have a b oogeyman and
t hat i s al l we ar e he ar i ng t h i s morning, the same old
argument that was put forth before. G reedy bankers, big
corporations, whatever name you can ascr ibe an d you do n ' t
d eal w i t h t he i s su e , y o u s i m p l y call names. That is what
Initiative 300 is all about, an emotional thing because of
hard times and difficult problems and so you r each out a n d
you dredge up a boogeyman. D i d Prudential make your corn
p rice go up or d ow n ? Di d Prud e n t i a l d raw your i nt e r est
rates up o r d o w n, n e c essar i l y ? Did they control that? Did
the greedy b ankers d o i t ? Or is it a product of the entire
economy? W h at are your r eal p r ob l e m s i n ag r i cu l t u r e ?
Remember this...

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR DECANP: ...in that open system that e xis t ed , y o u
c reated i n Neb r a s k a t h e following, the number one c at t l e
p rodu"ing s t a t e in the United States, which t od ay . . . a f ew
years ago was the number one, complete processing unit. Now
you are st an d i n g o n t h e v er ge of destroying it. You talk
about delays, studies, fine. The first chance you will have
to vote on this again and change it, because only the people
by a vote can change it, is three complete agricultural
seasons . The s t ee l indust r y was d es t r oye d o v e r a l e ss
period of time than .that. You are not going to destroy
Nebraska's agricultural economy overnight or rebuild it
overnight. But you can lay in place the pieces that cause
the d e struction over a r e a s onable pe r i od of t i me .
Initiative 300 is that piece and by the time you vote on it
again, you will have reaped a harvest and the next Governor,
be they Republican, Democrat, male, female, whatever, unless
y ou make t h i s c h a nge . . .
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