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on the books or not, I still think you are going to have
family farmers out there whether they be big or small, but
we have to also think of the message that we send today.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: ...to the state, a nd I woul d j u s t l i ke
you to think of the realities, as Senator Vickers mentioned
e arl i e r a n d I gu e s s wh a t I t r i ed t o say i n my address here
this morning, that there are a number of perspectives that
w e pass ove r as w e di s c u s s t h e i ssue one way o r t h e o t h e r
and I appreciate the concerns and the comments that both
sides have presented on this issue because it is important
for the future of Nebraska and we shouldn ' t i gn o r e i t an d I
agree with what Senator DeCamp said earlier that t hi s i s
probably the biggest issue that we have facing us a s a s t a t e
when we reflect on agriculture and the impacts that this
issue will have along with several o thers a s w e h ave b e e n
discussing them throughout this se ss i on . Wi t h that ,
Mr. President, I would conclude my comments.

PRESIDENT: T h an k you , Se n a t o r . The Chai r r e cog n i z e s t he
Speaker, S e na to r N i c h o l ,

SPEAKER NI C HOL: Mr. President and memb ers of t he
Legislature, I have not spoken on t hi s b i l l t h i s yea r and
part of the reason for that was because I didn't feel either
side was making any attempts to get along with the other
side. Per h a p s b o t h si d e s h a v e b e e n a l i t t l e p i ghe a de d a b o u t
what we a r e g oi n g t o d o and not going to do. A few days ago
I heard two farm senators on this floor say, we are not
doing a damn thing for the farmers. We give a lot of lip
service but we haven't really done a thing for them in a way
of trying to help them. As all of you know, we don't have
r esources , w e d o n ' t have money in this state t o be h a nd i n g
out a great deal of money to farmers such as the federal
government doe s . We d on' t h a v e the money. We can't do
those sort of things. I have been somewhat covetous of the
time that we spent on this bill this year, but I urge you to
support the situation whereby we can at least talk about
this. We can talk about it. We can see if we can do
something that is a n atural in this state . We spe n d o ur
time, we spend our time and spin our wheels in trying to do
various things for v ar i ou s p eop l e i n the s t at e . Fo r
example, i nd u s t r i al development bonds, NIFA t o make on ag
loans. We p romote high tech institutions to come t o t h e
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