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was able t o ca l l and t a l k t o them about it. I asked a l l of
them, by the way there were 38 calls, if they had ever read
t he b i l l . On l y t h r ee sa i d t h e y had. O n ly t hr e e had read
t hose e i g h t hu n d r ed a nd some w o r d s in the Constitution.
When I t a l ked to some about what I read about alfalfa,
growing poultry, or whatever, raising poultry, or whatever ,
it was interesting how little most of them really knew about
i t . I t h i n k we al l pr ob a b l y r e al i ze that t h e r e aso n 3 0 0
exist s i s b e c a use t here were about 1 2 y e a r s of frustration
pent up in farmers and farm groups as it involved the family
farm and their concerns about corporations taking over and
the unfair competition that goes along with it. I am a l s o
convinced that their biggest helper in having it passed was
in fact a large corporation, P rudent i a l , who cr an k e d in
$200,000 a n d c a u sed me and s ome o t h e r s to vote for it
without knowing what it was all about c aused u s som e
concern . W h a t c o n c e rns me about this whole thing though is
that corporations are generally bad rapped and I don't think
corporations really deserve t hat . You kn ow, what wou l d
Ogallala be without TRW, or Sidney be with Cabela, or Omaha
without Western Electric and Northwestern Bell and Nutual of
Omaha and all the rest '? An awful l o t o f j ob s are p r o v i d e d
b y corpora t i o n s . They are no t ev i l . They are an important
and vital part of o ur i n d u s t r y a n d commerce. I think we
h ave t o r e c o g n i z e that. We also have to recognize that
there are working poor in the rural areas of this state as
well as in the urban areas. I am concerned for them as well
the way 300 is now written. I think we also understand that
land is our most important resource. The water und e r i t
o nly nou r i s he s t h e land, makes things grow, a nd the p e op l e
w ho h ave a l w ay s bee n the best stewards of that natura l
resource has been the family farmers and the pride that they
have in protecting that resource so that they can pass it on
from generation to generation. We also know that the most
important and obvious violators of t hat land h ave b e e n
corporations and others who have purchased it, put in center
pivots, washed away the couple inches of ground that exist
on top o f t h e sand , and left it there to die. We al l ar e
aware of t h at . But the way this is written now we don' t
describe the meaningful role that corporations can play in
t he ag r el at ed rural eco no my and what t h ey sh ou l d be
playing, and we simply exclude in most cases the possibility
of their ever existing in a meaningful way i n t h e r u r al
economy and ag economy in this state. So I bring this back
to you to consider this b ecause I t hi n k we ha v e t o t h i n k
about the fine balance between the role of corporations and
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