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i n w h i c h t 1 : ' s h as b e e n handled but I don't think it is
proper that the state punish the children in t he j u v e n i l e
court system that will be affected by this reduction in
probation officers. I have here a letter from the Lutheran
Family in Social Services of Nebraska stating, and I w on ' t
read all of it but just saying, "To reduce the p r o b a t i o n
office personnel is to threaten the welfare of children and
families in Nebraska. Their c ase l o ads ar e al re ad y b e y o nd
reason a n d f u r t he r cu t s in staff will make caseloads
unmanageable and service ineffective." T he N o r th Om a h a
A lcohol i s m Counse l i n g Program, " The Nor t h Omaha Counseling
P rogram has wo r k e d an d c o oper a t e d with the justice system
for rhe past ten years by providing counseling and other
ancillary services for those persons who a re o n p r o b a t i o n .
We have also assisted the probation officers by sending
reports to them and communicating with them regarding mutual
clients with the required releases of information. It is
our opinion that a reduc ion in the number of probation
officers will not allow for proper s uperv i s i o n o f pe r s o n s o n
probation plus without having the proper supervision many
people will not receive the help they so v i t a l l y n ee d . We
hope that the Legislature will properly .und t he p r o b a t i o n
system." I don't know if all of you outstate get the same
copy of the Omaha World Herald that we get in Omaha but in
yesterday's Midland's news section, they had quite a l a r g e
article that rep orted c ase of ch i l d abu se a re u p
1 60 percen t si n c e 1 9 8 2 . That xs a tremendous increase. If
we do not properly fund this, if we go a long with the
original appropriation Senator Warner mentioned , w e w i l l be
forcing then juvenile court systems i n Lancaste r Cou n t y ,
Sarpy County, and Douglas County to work w ith a n i nc r e a s e d
caseload. They will be having the same number of probation
officers as they had in 1979, a lmost 7 y e a r s a g o . Prio r t o
these cuts, each probation o fficer already was hel d
responsi b l e fo r an av e r a ge caseload of 200 offenders, that
is 200 per probation officer. Once the layoffs go i n t o
effect, the misdemeanor d iv i s i o n wi l l b e op er at i ng with
approximately the same number of officers employed in '79
but with an increased c aseload o f 2 4 6 p e r c e n t . Personal l y ,
I could care less ~oout the probation officers a nd th e i r
j obs . I am su r e t h ey w i l l find work elsewhere but I know
several of them in Omaha and I know that they do work late
h ours . The y a r e no t n i n e t o five jobs or eight-thirty to
four-thirty jobs as many county employees are . The y ar e ou t
in the evening working on thes e c ase s . Th ey are l o o k i n g
after the youngsters that come before our juvenile court
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