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down and say , yes , yes , we need to fund this, but not
without having a chance to stand up here and t el l y o u t h a t
in no way do I condone what took place during this process.
We had several te sti fiers before the Ap propriations
Committee d iscussing t his par ticular bill, several
knowledgeable people, several people i nvolve d i n t he
d ecis io n p r oc e s s i nc l u d i n g two district judges that were
members of the probation systems review committee, and the
director, Mr. Bob Keller, who is the administrator f or t h e
probation system. T h eir words to us were that since the
bill did not say you are not going to bring those eight
people in, then we read for further interpretation and we
said we wi l l b r i ng them in. In spite of r epe a t e d
conversations and letters and acknowledgements that they
were not funded, they decided that these positions s hould b e
part of the probation system. One of the testifiers said,
because that language wasn't specifically i n t h e r e , t hen w e
felt we had to bring these eight people into our system.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: My thought would be when that happens is,
yes, that wording was not there. However, t he r e w a s n o
funds there for it. Now we also didn't tell you that you
couldn't hire an additional ten or twenty probation officers
but the funds weren't there. Now would you s ay t hat you
could do that and they should be brought in as part of the
systems and, obviously, t he answer woul d b e n o . T he fund i n g
i s a s mu c h l eg i s l at i v e i n t en t i on as is the wording in the
b i l l . Wh i l e I d o n ot cond o n e and I am very upset with the
system as it was done, with the process as it was carried
out, while I am very upset with that, I don ' t b e l i ev e w e can
carry it to the extent of not funding these positions
because ultimately the people in the State of Nebraska, the
recipients of the program that these service department
workers process, that service is not only good, it is needed
and I can't get to the right punishment, t he r i g h t v i o l at o r ,
I will not go on and punish those t hat should not be. I
will support the amendment.

P RESIDENT: T h e C h a i r r eco g n i z e s Senator H i gg i n s . The nex t
speaking order is Senators Goodrich, Warner, Scofie l d , and
Hall. Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. I ag ree with
Senator Hannibal that I , t o o , d o n o t a pp r o v e of th e manner
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