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these eight people out there, you are coming into the state
system. They made them come in. They sa id , y o u a r e c o mi ng
into the state system, and now they have come along, they
have been in the state system for seven months, and we are
turning around and saying, you are going to be fired because
there is no funding for these positions. N ow, whatever y o u
may think about the dispute between the Ap propri ations
Committee and the proponents of M 13 and the probation
committee, look at it from the point of view of those eight
people who were required by the state to join the system and
now are being told that they are going to be fired. One of
the questions that comes up and probably an important
question to you are, what do these service department people
do? Are they probation people? I s i t a p r ob a t i o n f un c t i on ?
Do they look like, smell like, act like probation officers?
And you can r e ad , I had p a s sed ou t t o you exactly what the
functions of the service officers are i n t he mun i c i p a l
court. And you can see from the handout that they deal with
child abuse and n gleet cases, a nd the y ar e t h e on es w h o
b asica l l y man age : a se s i nvo l vi n g c h i l d neglect and child
a buse. Th e y a re t h e o n e s wh o see about foster homes, about
putting children back with their parents once they have been
separated from their parents. Basically, they oversee on
behalf of the judges and feed the judges information on
these types of c ourt administered c ases . So you can
characterize it in a number of different ways but I think it
i s no t a t a l l st r a i ni ng t h e de f i n i t i on o f . p r o b a t i o n of f i ce r
to suggest that these are essentially probation functions.
In Sarpy County the same function is performed by a
probation officer. In o ther p laces these functions are
performed by social services. Now you could a r g u e t h at
Douglas County should do it the same way as Lancaster County
does and should use social service officers but I am not
sure that we shouldn't continue with what Douglas County is
doing. And if you want to bring social service officers
into the process, then probably it is six of one and half a
d ozen o f t h e ot h e r an y way an d y o u are going to end up hiring
social service people to do the same function. Either you
are going to do that or you a re go i n g t o d eg r a d a t e the
entire function, that is, you are going to put less emphasis
o n ch i l d n e g l e c t and ch i l d ab u s e i n D o u g l a s County t h a n i s
currently being pl."ced on those particular problems and I am
sure that the Legislature does not particularly w ant t o d o
t hat . So t hat wi l l g i ve you an idea of why we think that
those officers should be included in the probation system,
s hould ha v e b e e n b rought i n un d er LB 13 , and shoul d b e
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