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project, so we went to some of the commissioners and tried
t o l o bby t h em, i f you w i l l , a l i t t l e b i t t o se e o u r po i n t of
view. In researching the stat u t e s a l i t t l e bi t we found
out , l o and beho l d , i t takes a un an i mous vote o f t h e
commissioners to overrule the decision of the Director of
the Natural Resources Commission. When you stop and think
about the reality of that,a unanimous vote, it is almost
impossible. Furthermore, we were told the legal opinion was
that if one cf the commissioners was not able to make the
meeting to vote on the override, if they for example had car
trouble at Valparai so, that was the same as a n o v ot e . So I
think if you would parlay that o ver i n t o our p r oc ee d i n g s
here that, if it took 49 votes to do a nyth i ng , w e p r o b a b l y
w ouldn ' t do m u c h b e c a u s e an absent senator would be the same
as a no vote. We )ust didn't feel that was realistic. W e
thought it was a quirk i n t h e l aw , and t h i s b i l l would
simply change that to a majority vote. A ma jority vote
would be able to overrule the decision of the Director of
the Natural Resources Commission rather than unanimous,
because I d on ' t t h i n k t h at . ..I th>nk that flies i n t h e f ace
of reality to expect that you would eve r h a v e a u nan i mous
vote, especially when an absent vote was counted a s n o . I f
t'. ere a r e any questions, I'd be glad to answer them, but it

fairly simple, straightforward. Again, it came out as an
:tgrowth of a project that we had in platte County last
: ar where t h e d i r e ct or ruled against it, and we determined
i at i t wou l d t ake a unanimous vote to overturn his r ul i n g .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Nr. President,members of the Legislature,
m aybe, Senato r R u pp , a c o u p l e of questions maybe first. Is
the instance that you have cited, is that the only situation
where this has occurred in the years that this h as been i n
the statute? It's been a long time.

SENATOR RUPP: I hav e no i d ea , Sen at o r Wa r ne r , i f i t ' s
occurred in other instances. This is the one that brought
it to our attention, o f co u r se , a n d w e t ho u g h t t hat wa s a n
u nreasonabl e st an d a r d . I suspect it may have occurred
somewhere, but I'm not aware o f i t .

SENATOR WARNER: It was my imp ression, and I hav e
legislation to do some changes in the Natural Resources
Commission. but it was m y unders t a n d i n g that the kind of
recommendation that was involved here, on the part o f t h e
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