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a lot of people because we are talking about a f ai r l y
significant change in our policy as a Legislature and we are
talking about the pros and cons of it. I would hope th a t
people that are here would listen to the arguments and
listen to what you' ve heard so f a r . I am from the
Appropriations Committee as you all well know and I have
been a supporter of LB 258, but what I am hearing so far as
far as the motions to indefinitely postpone are j u s t . . . ar e
really relatively nonsensical arguments as f ar as I ' m
concerned. What I have basically heard is that w e need t o
indefinitely postpone this biennial situation because we are
in unstable times and we s hould d o t hi s b ec a u s e w e need t o
have c on t r o l f or our constituencies and o u r p o l i t i ca l
subdivisions in our distract on an annual basis. But i t h a s
been recognized that if it were more stable times and if we
had been able to stay on an annual budget more stabily, that
it probably wouldn't be a bad i dea . We l l I wou l d sub mi t t o
you that for some of those very same reasons t h a t h av e a
biennial budget makes very good sense i n d e ed . I f you can
have the biennial budget as some of the opponents o f t h e
b il l h a v e al r e a d y s a i d , you can plan better for the future.
Y ou can as k f o r m o r e stabi l i t y . Yo u c an a l low t h e a g e nc i e s
and the subdivisions of government a chance t o p l a n o u t and
understand what their budget is likely to be, to be like,
for the next two years, not for one year. If the arguments
against this bill are r at i o n a l , t hen obv i ou s l y w hat w e
s hould d o i s n ot h a v e e v e n an annual budget. Obviously what
we should have is a monthly budget and we can adjust it on a
monthly basis so that we can r ea l l y h ave a t r u e cont ro l and
be able to take advantage of the fluctuations and volatility
of our economy right now. If you carry that argument to its
conclus i o n y ou see that that isn 't a g o o d ar gu men t .
Obviously budgets are f or p l ann i n g i n t he f utu re . The
further in the iuture you can plan, the better off you are.
Obviously budgets are subjective and t he y ar e sub j ec t to
change and t h e i r v o l a t i l e at times, but it doesn't preclude
us from set ting t he budget w h e t h e r i t be i n a stat e
g overnment o r i n you r ow n household. Something i s b e t t e r
than nothing in terms of p l a n n i ng , and , yes , we have had t o
make some changes in this last year, some painful changes
than we h av e i n pr ev i ou s year s . Hopefully that won't happen
to the extent that it has again, but I need to point out to
you that nothing in this bill precludes that from happening.
As a matter of fact, this bill, LB 258, a l l o w s u s as a body
to do a b e tter job of making t he ch ang e s n e c e ssar y to
reflect the economic times and reflect the differences in
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