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retire at the age of 60 and probably pay a premium of over
$200. Now there is one more point I'd like to bring up. As
a state senator I a m in the program even t ho ugh I am
over 65 . I st i l l st ay in the state program because I do
have to have some supplemental insurance. I pay the full
amount myself and of course, if I l e av e t he Leg i s l at u r e ,
that will discontinue. But I understand, a nd we' re check i n g
into it further, a state senator will also come under t h i s
provision. In other words, you young people should be
looking i n t o t h i s ver y se r i ou s l y b e c a u se i f yo u ad d y ou r
work with the Legislature plus any state employee years that
you may have or will have in the future, you, too, may be
able to take advantage when you reach the age of retirement
prior to the age of 65.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR LABEDZ: S o , I r ea l l y b el i eve , and I commend Senator
Norehead for bringing this forward b ecause I h av e of t en
talked to many of the employees that are in the same
situation and they are looking forward possibly after 30,
35 years of service to the state and would like to retire
before the age of 65, but like I sa i d , t h e on l y t h i n g
holding them back is hospitalization insurance. I don ' t se e
any future costs to the state. They are going to pay their
entire premium themselves plus the state ' s s h a r e , p l u s an
additional 10 percent if proof can be shown that it is
costing the state more to cover those people that retire
before t h e a g e o f 65 . Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th a n k you . Senator Sieck, then Senator
Pappas. Just a minute, Senator Sieck. (Gavel. ) Cou l d w e
h ave i t a l i t t l e qu i et e r so that we can hear Senator Sieck,
p lease . Th a n k yo u .

SENATOR SIECK: Nr. President, thank you, and members of the
body, I like Senator Morehead's amendment. I have a son
that is on the patrol and I t h ink h e w o u l d l i k e i t , bu t I
think we' ve got to take this one step at a time a nd i t ' s
very dangerous to accept this amendment because I feel the
f i sca l i mp a c t as we discover down t he r oad before t he
session is over, that we' re going to have to take that
amendment back off because it is going to be very expensive.
And I like the way it is written because th e r e a r e some
benefits there to the highway patrol and I think they are in
dire need, especially t hose who a r e i n j u r ed on th e j ob .
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