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place to go and I think for t hose peopl e wh o h a v e been
long-time state employees, i f t h e y ar e wi l l i ng , i n t h i s
particular case to pick up both their own cost and the
state's cost we should allow them the option to stay on the
group health insurance plan and I woul d ask y o u fo r you r
favorable consideration of this amendment. Thank you.

S PEAKER NICHOL: T h an k y o u . Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you . Mr. Speaker, m emb e r s , I
understand the concerns of Senator Morehead and I appreciate
her compassion, but this is going to cost money a nd wi l l
increase health insurance costs for the State of Nebraska .
So an y o f you wh o ar e c oncerned wi t h b u d g e t a r y matter s
involving the state budget, I would warn you to listen if
you have a minute. When you increase the possibility of
people at a later age to join a group health plan, as t h i s
would p r o v i d e f o r , you have higher costs associated with
higher age and so there is more cost to the plan as a result
of having these people in the plar.. Now you may shift to
the employee the total cost of the premium, but for the
state as a whole, their overall pool of people will increase
i n ag e a l i t t l e b i t and t h at wil l i nc r ea s e t h e co st mo r e
than a little bit and there will be an addi t i o na l c o s t t h e
state will have to pick up because we pick up for the most
part for most state employees most of the premium charges.
Now that's the problem I' ve always had w i t h t hz s s i t u at i on .
I understand the compassion inside of it. T hese people do
need some health insurance. We' ve had difficulty i n
providing for health insurance for these people, but I am
saying to you that th ere is a cost associated with this.
There is no fiscal note that I know of on the bill at this
p oint , b ut t he r e wi l l be af t er t h i s amendment is adopted. I
don't think there is probably any need for one with the bill
as it presently stands. We did make the policy decision to
allow for state troopersalone to have access to the s tate
employee health insurance plan because t hey do h av e a
l egitimate early retirement provision, but this is
aefinitely a c oncern that I h av e . Al t h oug h I see the
compassion inside of it, I also see the cost side of it and
I'm ask in g y ou all to consider whether or not you w ant t o
pay the price of this amendment. I urge your rejection of

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Labedz, then Senator Sieck, please.
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