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DWI ten or fifteen years a go when I w en t t o a b ab y sh o wer ,
and traditionally they had the l i t t l e cak e s a n d mi nt s and
punch, and I drank the punch. A nd after several g l as se s o f
i t I sai d , i s t h er e any t h i n g i n t h i s pu nch ? And one o f t h e
gals laughed and said, nh, yeah, it has got vodka in it.
Well, I had never drank vodka. I woul d dr i n k wi ne or I
would drink beer but I never drank v odka and I kn e w I was
feeling my oats. I wa sn't my normal self. So I got i n my
car and I drove home, and about four blocks from home, I was
stopped by the Omaha police. And they said, do you realize
you have crossed that white line t wice , a n d I sa i d , n o , I
thought I was driving in a perfectly normal manner. So they
asked where I l i v ed and I told them. It was a bout four
blocks from home. So they said, well, Mrs. Higgins, we will
drive you home then and that will be i t . Now I doub t i f
there is many senators here that would ever admit that they
have done this. I did not intentionally put myself in that
position. I d id not know at the baby sh o wer t he y h ad pu t
vodka in the punch. I didn't taste it but I did eventually
realize that this is not the way I normally act b ut t h a t
would have been my first offense.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Senator Hoagland, I have just one other
question. Why is the Judiciary Committee s o i n t e n t up o n a
mandatory minimum sentence for someone who drives while they
are drunk, they d on't kill anybody, they don't injure
a nybody, t h e y d o no da m age t o a nybody' s p r ope r t y , b ut t h ey
don' t want a ma ndatory punishment f or peo p l e wh o u se
children to make pornographic movies and l i t e r at u r e ? I am
asking you, as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, why they
are opposed to mandatory minimums for those types of sexual
perverts? Maybe I should have asked Senator Landis.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Se nat or Higg i n s , we , i n 19 8 1, t h i s
Legislature had special l eg i s l at i o n t o de al wi t h t he d r un k
driving problem where people were bei n g k i l l ed on t h e
Nebraska highways at the rate of a b ou t 2 00 a y ear . Whe n y ou
mix a l c o h o l and gas o l i ne , as a man said in the 1 920s, y o u
never know what is g oing to happen. And we spent a lot of
time in 1981 in the Judiciary Comm. ttee and on the loor of
the Legislature dealing with that specific issue, and the
results have been remarkably good. As I i nd i c at ed e ar l i e r ,
we h a v e sav ed - round 350 l ives to date. Now child
pornography is a very serious problem, and i n t he Jud i c i a r y
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