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15 percent off the t op i s no t n eces s a r y and i s not
advisable. I support Senator Withem's amendment.

P RESIDENT: Se n a t o r M o r e h e a d . The question has been called.
Do I see f i ve han ds? Th e r e are o t her spe a k e r s . I do see
five hands. The question is,shall the debate cease'? All
those in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. The question is,
shall the debate cease on the Withem amendment? The motion
i s , s h a l l t he de b a t e n o w c l o s e ? Record the vote, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The debate is closed and, Senator Withem, t h i s
is your opportunity now for five minutes.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President, members of the body, I
would l i ke t o sa y a f ew t h i ng s i n c l os i ng . First to clarify
what I am doi ng, cl arify what I am doing w ith t h is
amendment. T he current bill supported b y t he Cem e t e r y
Associ a t i on a n d I wi l l emp h a s i ze only the leadership of the
Funeral Directors Association allows for 15 percent of the
up front money to go immediately into the pocket of the
individual that makes the sale, to not put it aside. T hat
is what the bill says now. Current practice in the industry
is funeral directors when they a rrange p r e - n ee d wi l l h ave
100 percent. Cemeteries have nothing. Veep that i n mi n d ,
currently cemeteries have nothing. If m y amendment gets
adopted to LB o43, it will put funerals, keep them at the
100 per c e n t , t he "tat«s quo. Veep in mind that is where the
fight is. Whe n you have heard from people, those are the
folks that are fighting, the big funeral directors that want
the 15 percent so they can more aggressively market pre-need
and the small directors who are used to dealing with the
families in the communities who fee' that the consumer needs
t o b e p r o t ec t ed a n d a ss u r e d that the 100 percent is there
when the time comes. The cemeteries, if this amendment gets
adopted , wi l l go f r om zero wher e t n ey ar e t oday u p t o
85 per c e n t . Ther e a r e t ho se , and I had an amendment up here
that would have put everybody to 100 percent. Frankly that
is probably too big a cha nge in the status quo to be
accepted and to get the bill passed. I t h i n k i f we ge t t h i s
amendment adopted we can pass a bill. Sen ator Hoagland in
his remarks talked about there is a compromise worked out, a
compromise worked out, a compromise worked out. I am so
tired of hearing in this body that the lobby has t ol d u s
what s h o u l d go i nt o a bi l l , a nd because t h e y have t o l d u s ,
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