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adopted.

CLERK: Mr. President, I now have amendments from Senator
Withem. Senator, the first amendment I have f r om you i s on
p age 158 o f t h e Jou r n a l .

SENATOR WITHEM: W e w i l l pa ss over that amendment.

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d e n t , Senator Withem would move to amend
and those amendments are on page 502 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President and members of the body,
what you have here is an amendment to a bill that deals with
this preburial need situation, pre-need sales o f f u n e ra l an d
c emetery s e r v i c e s . If those of you that have been around
awhile know that this has been a hot item a number of times
coming before the Legislature. The funeral directors under
state law at this point are r equi re d t o esc r o w 10 0 p e r c e n t
of their pre-need sales. The cemeteries are required to
e scrow not h i n g . We h ave h a d a number of bills introduced
over the years. The cemeteries come in with a b i l l t o t r y
to hold back the funeral directors. The funeral directors
come in with a bill to ';ry to make the cemeteries escrow
100 percent . We hav e be e n i n a situation where there has
been kind of a stalemate as there usually is in those type
of events. Traditionally what we do in the Legislature is
deal with these issues in what is probably not a good public
policy method. Usually what we do is we tell these groups
a s l o ng a s you d i sag r e e , we ar e n ot goi ng t o p as s
l eg i s l at i on . Bu t t h e second that the lobbyists or t h e
leadership of the two associations come forward and say,
g uess what , we ha ve ag r ee d , we have an agreement on this
issue, we tend then to suspend our independent judgment and
go ahead and pass the bill on. Fra nkly, that is what
happened in the Public Health Committee last year. The two
g roups came f o r w ar d a n d s a y s , gu e s s w h a t , w e have r e a c hed a n
agreement and the agreement i s e v e r y b od y e s c r o w s 8 5 p er ce n t
and we are all happy with xt. We on the committee probably
did not exercise the crxtxcal sort of investigation tnat we
should have on th . We te nded to just accept their word
that it zs agreed to, it xs worked o u t . Con seq u e n t l y , we
advanced the bill on to the floor. Since that time it has
come to my attent or. that there are huge numbers of funeral
directors in this state who donot agree with the judgment
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