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In 1932 the voters in North Dakota initiated a measure that
required a ll cor porations in N o rth Dak ota, except
cooperative corporations, to divest themselves of thei r
corporate land holdings in North Dakota within a per iod o f
10 years. That p articular divestiture, that particular
divestiture was challenged in the United States Supreme
Court. in the ease of assur Hos i t a l u . Ga s ~ Count t he
United States Supreme Court, in 1943, held that a state
c ould p r oper l y say w h o could own the land and that that
divestiture requirement was not unconstitutional u nder t h e
United States Constitution. Starting in the 1970s, and this
is such an important point for us to take into the marrow of
o ur bones and t o r ec o g n i z e , starting in the 1970s our sister
farm states, one, by one, by one, b y one p as s e d s t a tu t e s
saying that corporations could not own farm and ranchland.
The State of Iowa did so, the State of South Dakota did so,
the State of Oklahoma did so, the State of Wisconsin did so,
the State of Missour did so. The State of Kansas now
decided it would clean up the o ld 1 931 d e c i s i o n s, an d d i d
so. The State of North Dakota decided they would alter the
way that divestiture requirement operated, and di d s o, a nd I
haven't discovered that the world has come apart . The wo r l d
has not come apart in Iowa, and in Kansas, and in Oklahoma,
and i n Mi sso u r i , a nd i n Wi scon s i n , and in Ninnesota. I
forgot to m ention that s tate. The world didn't come
unglued. It was j ust another l eg i s l a t i v e ope r a t i ve f a ct
that the people in = h ose states, through their e lec t ed
representatives, concluded that corporations in those s tates
ought not to own the land. But the story in Nebraska during
the same tame period was quate different. I n 196 9 som e
Nebraska citizens came to thxs Legislature and s a r d , we do
not think that cor porations ought to own farm and
r anchlands . And t he y h a d a man who presented a legislative
bill to that effect, which was k i l l ed , wh i ch was k i l l ed .
They came bac k i n ' 72 an d ' 73 and ' 7 5 a n d ' 77 a nd ' 7 8 a n d
' 79, i n f ac t , at one time Senator DeCamp was one of t h ei r
sponsors. They came back 16 times, 16 times they came to
this body, from 1969 through 1982.. . t h r o ugh 1 9 81 , t hat was
the last attempt. They came b ack 16 t i me s . An d l i ke o l d
Pharaoh talking to Noses, we wouldn't let that issue go,we
wouldn't let it go n otwithstanding the e xper i e nc e o f our
s ister farm states. W e refuse to pass the statutes. We
refuse to send to the voters the constitutional amendment,
we clo sed t h e do o r , we cl o se d ou r h ea r t s , we said , n o . So ,
f ina l l y , t he pe o p l e did the only thing that the people can
do when a Le gi s l at u r e h a s h ar de n e d its heart to an issue,
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